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Emory School of Law

634.  Law of International Institutions (UN Reform)

Spring 2006

Professor Abdullahi A. An-Na`im (Abduh)

Office: G316

404- 727 1198

Abduh46@law.emory.edu
Office hours, Mondays 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Tuesdays 9 to 12 noon, or by appointment

The underlying theme of this advanced course in public international law will be on current debates and activities regarding reform of the United Nations.  To introduce these issues and place them in legal and broader context, the course will begin with a discussion of relevant principles of international law and an overview of the law of international institutions (organizations).  The second part of the course will discuss the United Nations and regional international institutions in Europe and Africa to highlight major legal, theoretical and policy issues in the filed.  General principles of the law of international institutions, legal personality and membership issues are examined in the third section of the course. Against this background, the fourth and final section of the course will discuss the main agenda and process of UN reform, and assess the prospects of success and policy implications of such reforms.
Reading Materials
Specific items of the Course Materials will be assigned for each class.
Evaluation

The final grade for this accelerated course will consist of the following elements:

10% for class attendance and participation

40% for a 2000 words paper presenting critical reflection and assessment of the law and practice of international institutions due by Wed., February 27, 2006
The submission date will be strictly observed.
50% for a 24 hours open book final examination consisting of an essay answer to one of two questions.  The specific date within the last week of March will be in consultation with students.
Course Outline and Readings
Jan. 9:   Relevant principles of international law in global Context
-    Nature sources and development of traditional international law

-    The ‘sociology’ and politics of international law in the 21st century

Michael Reisman, “The View from the New Haven School of International Law”. 

Jan. 11:  Overview of the law of international institutions (organizations)
-    Sources and interpretation of constitutional law of international institutions
-    Actors, institutional framework and power relations

-    Non-state actors - terrorism, translational corporations

Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law of International Organizations, 1-21
Jan. 18/23:  The United Nations 
· Structures, functions and governance

· International cooperation and conflict resolution

Bowett’s Law of International Institutions, 23-75

Feb. 1/6:  Case study of Iraq 

Section of Materials entitled:  III United Nations: Iraq Case Study

Feb. 8:  Regional international institutions in Europe
· Structures, functions and governance

· Regional cooperation and conflict resolution

Bowett’s Law of International Institutions, 157-203

Allan Rosas, “European Union and International Dispute Settlement”, in International Organizations and International Dispute Settlement, 49-71

Feb. 13: Case study of Kosovo
Section of Material entitled: Kosovo Case Study
Feb. 15:  Africa, and Case Study of Dar Fur
Bowett’s Law of International Institutions, 243-257 (forthcoming with UN Reform materials)
The Constitutive Act of the African Union, entered into force May 26, 2001
Section of Material entitled: Dar Fur Case Study

Feb. 20/22: Review and discussion of general principles of the law of international institutions, legal personality and membership issues 
Bowett’s Law of International Institutions, 441-564
Please Note that the 2000 words critical reflection and assessment paper on the law and practice of international institutions is due by Wed., February 27, 2006.  
The purpose of this paper is to enable students to examine the dynamic development and application of the law of international institutions in global and regional context.  Following a brief overview, the paper should focus on a particular theme or case study discussed in class earlier to clarify and illustrate the theory and practice of the law of international institutions.  Questions that can be examine through a thematic or case study approach include the impact of the inherently political nature of these institutions, the interplay of notions of equal sovereignty and realities of differentials in power, as well as structure and governance factors on the development and application of the law of international institutions.  Another possible aspect is the interplay of law and policy on a regional or global level.  These are suggestions to consider, but a reflection ‘think piece’ manner, and not comprehensive formal paper, and within the word limit of 2000.
Feb. 27, March 1/6:  UN reform: legal issues, political context and process
Section of Materials entitled: UN Reform (forthcoming).
March 8:  Final Review class
The 24 hours take-home examination will be taken at an agreed date within the week of March 22 (after Spring break).
