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GH 507/NRSG 686 Health as Social Justice 

SYLLABUS [NOT Final]

Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health

1. Prerequisites. None

2. Credit Allocation

1, 2 or 3 credit hours (see below in requirements)

1. Location and Time
Fall 2006, Thursday 3-4:50pm

GCRollins SPH Rm 111
3. Faculty

Mimi Kiser, RN, MPH,

** mkiser@sph.emory.edu, 404-727-5199









Or 404-727-5246
[Associate Faculty in the Dept of Global Health and Associate Director of the Interfaith Health Program, Rollins School of Public Health, Mimi is located at 1256 Briarcliff Rd. Bldg A, Suite 107, Atlanta, GA 30306), see http://www.sph.emory.edu/gh/MKiser.php]
TBD, Teaching Assistant, _______________________________
4. Course Description.

This course will examine the multiplicity of social justice factors that affect health as well as community systems and social change approaches that may favorably alter them. [See Course Procedure below for more information.] The course is designed to include students from Schools of Public Health, Theology, Nursing and Law in order to frame issues as interdisciplinary concerns.

The course may be taken for 1, 2 or 3 credit hours in order to accommodate student needs in the various departments and schools. The class will meet once per week for two class hours. Minimum enrollment is 10 and maximum is 32 (classroom capacity)

5.  Course Procedure
The course was originally offered in 1996 at the request of students in public health, nursing and theology after going through a period of development involving faculty and students in all three disciplines, as well as staff from the Interfaith Health Program at The Carter Center. Key support faculty members continue to have roles as instructors in the course. Since 1998 the course was offered at Rollins School of Public Health, but cross-listed in other schools, including Law.
Class time will consist in large part of small and large group discussion of the issues raised by the readings, presentations, and class activities. Students will explore the opportunities and challenges of viewing health and social justice related issues from the perspective of different disciplines and different cultures. Emphasis will be placed on enhancing ones life as a professional including both leadership roles and personal dimensions by expanding self awareness and strengthening critical thinking skills. One way this is accomplished is with a pedagogy and class design that utilizes a participatory, learner-directed approach to education. This approach makes possible an engaged experience with issues fundamental to social justice – power relations, empowerment, and participation.
5. Course Objectives/Outcomes

a. Gain an understanding of the relationship between health and cultural, social, political, economic, ethical, and spiritual factors as they relate to social justice.

b. Demonstrate skills in critical analysis of complex beliefs and values at the heart of health outcomes in the contexts of social justice.

c. Assimilate theory and methodologies acquired through case presentations, readings and class experiences from faculty, students, and practitioners of varying academic and professional domains.

d. Propose recommendations for official policy change to the individual or group who determines that policy at the national or international level.

e. Show competence in negotiation in group experiences with other students from different disciplines.

6. Course Requirements/Assignments (a description of each assignment will be placed on Blackboard.)

1 credit
1. Full participation in class discussion, both in class plenary and small group. 
2. Write two 5-6 page reaction papers. For each, you will use the 5-gap analysis framework for class discussion and reading content. These papers are intended to be a response to particular issues raised in the classes and readings. The first is due 10/19 and the second is due at the very end of the semester, 11/30. For the second paper, there is an option to prepare an “Action Memorandum” instead of the 5-gap analysis.
3. Demonstration in 1., 2., and 3. above of having read all Level 1(required for class) readings.

2 credits

In addition to the above:
1. Preparation of an “Action Memorandum” addressed to an appropriate policy-decision maker. This is due at the end of the semester, 11/6.
2. Participate in interdisciplinary teams in a small group analysis and presentation based on a visit to an agency or organization in the Atlanta area. Portions of the last 2 classes of the semester are devoted to these presentations
3 credits

In addition to the above, each student will write a 7 to 10 page paper based on further analysis of the agency visited. Grading is based on knowledge and substantive analytical effort using the social justice frames and intellectual tools of the class. The paper must follow appropriate citation format typical of manuscripts submitted for publication from the student’s school. This paper is due TBD.
7. Student Evaluations and Grading

1 credit



Contribution to weekly class and group dialogue 

40%



Two 5-gap analysis papers




60%

2 credits



Contribution to weekly class and group dialogue 

20%



5-gap analysis papers





25%



Small group Agency visit and analysis/presentation

30%



Action Memorandum




25%
3 credits



Contribution to weekly class and group dialogue 

15%



Action Memorandum





20%



Small group Agency visit and analysis/presentation

25%



5-gap analysis papers





20%



Analysis paper 





20% 

8. Class Schedule (subject to revision) and Readings:  In addition to the required text, all other reading, assignments, and resource materials should be available on Blackboard, (documents as pdf files, electronically through the library/ejournal, or on the Internet). Please contact TBD (Teaching Assistant) if you are having difficulty accessing documents.
Required Text: Levy, B.S. & Sidel, V.W. (eds). Social Injustice and Public Health. Oxford University Press, 2006 (available at the Medical bookstore in the lower level of the Dobbs University Center)
9/7
#1  Course Overview, Introductions , and Course Expectations 
9/14
#2  Framing Course: Content and Pedagogy. 
Readings:

Level 1
1. Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power. 2003. Chapter 5, Health, Healing and Social Justice. Pg. 139 -159.
2. Aronson, et al, Chapter 24, Strengthening Communities and the Roles of Individuals in Community Life, in text, Social Injustice and Public Health, pg. 433 – 448.
3. Timmel, S. and Hope, A., Training for Transformation – 4 page synopsis

9/21
#3 “Defining” Social Justice 
Readings: (Use 5-gap framework as lens for reading/learning)
Level 1

1. Levy and Sidel, Chapter 1, The Nature of Social Injustice and Its Impact on Public Health, in text, Social Injustice and Public Health, pg. 5 - 21
AND CHOOSE ONE FROM 
Level 2
1. Beauchamp, Dan E., Chapter 10 Public Health as Social Justice, pg. 267-284,  in Health and Social Justice, editor Richard Hofrichter, 2003, Jossey-Bass.
2. Campbell, A. V., Chapter 5, What Price for Liberation? The Quest for Justice, pg. 103 -124, in Health as Liberation, Medicine, Theology, and the Quest for Justice, The Pilgrim Press, 1995
3. Ruger, J. P., “Health and Social Justice”, in Lancet 2004; 364: 1075 - 80
Assignment for next class: Bring case study, article, or organization description that represents your understanding of “health.” (not one of the readings!)
9/28
#4 Defining “Health” AS Social Justice 
Readings:

Level 1

1. “Towards a Conceptual Framework for Analysis and Action on the Social Determinants of Health”, WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health, July 2005
AND CHOOSE ONE FROM 

Level 2

1. Sanders, D. & Chopra, M. “Key Challenges to Achieving Health for All in an Inequitable Society: The Case of South Africa”, American Journal of Public Health, Jan. 2006, Vol 96: 73-78.

2. Marmot, M. & Bell, R., The Socioeconomically Disadvantaged, Chapter 2 in Social Injustice and Public Health, pg 25-45.

3. Berkman and Glass, T., Chapter 7, “Social Integration, Social Networks, Social Support, and Health”, pg. 137-173, in Social Epidemiology, edited by Berkman, L. and Kawachi, I., Oxford University Press, 2000.
Assignment for next class: Power self assessment (Handout)
10/5
#5 What’s POWER got to do with it?
Readings:

Level 1
1. Johnathan Schell, chapter 8 in The Unconquerable World: Power, nonviolence, and the will of the people, Cooperative Power. Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and Company, New York.
2. McKnight, John. “A Nation of Clients” in The Careless Society, pg. 91-123.

Level 2

1. Wallerstein, N. (2006). What is the evidence on effectiveness of empowerment to improve health? Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office of Europe (Health Evidence Network report: http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E88086.pdf)

10/12
#6 Global Citizenship (Abdu An Na’im, PhD) – Class to be framed with student input/direction
Readings:

Level 1
1. An Na’im, A. "‘The Best of Times’ and ‘the Worst of Times’: Human Agency and Human Rights in Islamic Societies," Muslim World Journal of Human Rights , vol. 1, issue 1, 2004.
10/19
#7 Transformative Leadership: Strengths and “Agency” for Systemic Change
Readings:

Level 1
Level 2

1. Wright et al, “Competency Development in Public Health Leadership” in American Journal of Public Health, August 2000, Vol.90, No. 8, pg 1202-1207

2. Burns, J. M., Epilogue Global Poverty: Putting Leadership to Work, chapter in Transforming Leadership: A New Pursuit of Happiness, pg 231 – 242, Atlantic Monthly Press, 2003.
3. Gunderson, G., Chapters 1 and 2, pgs.1 -64,  in Boundary Leaders, Leadership Skills for People of Faith, Fortress Press, 2004.
4. Become a Leader for Social Justice from the Advocacy Institute http://www.advocacy.org/publications/pdf/becomealeader.pdf  

Due: First 5-gap Analysis Reaction Paper (For all)
MDG Assignment for next class:
10/26
#8. Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) (Deborah McFarland, PhD)

Readings:

Level 1
1. The Millennium Development Goals Report 2006 @ http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
11/2
#9.  TBD
Readings:

Level 1
11/9
#10.  TBD
Readings:

Level 1
11/16   #11. Student Group Agency Analysis Presentation
Readings:

TBD
Due: Action Memorandum (2 and 3 credit hour students)

11/23
No class (Thanksgiving break)

11/30
#12.  Student Group Agency Analysis Presentation
Readings: 
TBD                             
Due: Second 5-gap Analysis Reaction paper (all students)

12/7 
13.  Course integration activities and participatory evaluation 
Last class!
12/__  Due: Agency Analysis Paper (3 credit hour students)

	(   Leadership Action Toolkit   (

	Select at least ONE article as background for framing and supporting your recommendations included in:

1. Action memorandum and 

2. Agency analysis presentation

3. Analysis Paper (3 credit hour students)

	Policy 
	Raphael, D., “Toward the Future: Policy and Community Actions to Promote Population Health” Chapt. 20 in Health and Social Justice, ed. Hofrichter, R., 2003
Plough, A., “Promoting Social Justice Through Public Health Policies, Programs, and Services,” Chapt. 23 in Social Injustice and Public Health

	Education
	Lawrence, RS, Promoting Social Justice Through Education in Public Health, Chapt. 25 in Social Injustice and Public Health

	Human Rights
	Gruskin, S. and Braveman, P., “Addressing Social Injustice in a Human Rights Context”, Chapt. 22 in Social Injustice and Public Health
Weis, P. and Freedman, H., Protecting Human Rights Through International and National Law, Chapt. 27 in Social Injustice and Public Health

	Community Engagement
	Aronson, et al, Chapter 24, Strengthening Communities and the Roles of Individuals in Community Life, in text, Social Injustice and Public Health, pg. 433 – 448.

	Research
	Krieger, N., Researching Critical Questions on Social Justice and Public Health: An Ecosocial Perspective,” Chapt. 26 in Social Injustice and Public Health

	Human Development
	Jolly, R., “Promoting Equitable and Sustainable Human Development”, Chapt. 28 in Social Injustice and Public Health


PAGE  
Updated on 9/6/06


