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RLPC 710G /ILA 790: After Violence: 'Futuring' the End of Victimization

Smith Thursday 10:00 -1:00  MAX: 12 

Instructor: 
Thee Smith, Assoc. Professor
        

Office: Callaway S207

Department of Religion
confirm these office hrs.:
o. 404-727-0636 FAX: 404-727-7597
Th / &Fri. 10-12 / &2-4



h. 404-688-6531(urgent only please)

thee.smith@emory.edu
       

www.religion.emory.edu/faculty/smith.html
Content (short description; see additional Course Description below): 
“Willing the well-being of victim and violator in the context of the fullest possible knowledge of the nature of the violation . . . holds the possibility of breaking the chain of violence.” In such terms Marjorie Suchocki formulates her prescription for ‘curing violence’ in her book on “relational” theology, The Fall to Violence. Other course texts emphasize the causes of violence instead of (or alongside of) its cures. Focal for the course are systemic, structural, and institutional forms of victimization and violence that persist in human affairs from the mundane to the cataclysmic. A central consideration will be the theory of chronic scapegoating, mimetic desire, and sacred violence developed by René Girard in The Scapegoat, Violence and the Sacred, Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World, and more recently in I See Satan Fall Like Lightening.
A key framework for the course is the idea of “futuring”: assume that a visionary goal--here, for example, managing systemic violence--has been achieved at some point in the future however hopeless its actual achievement may seem under current conditions. Then speculate: How was that achievement possible? From the vantage point of projected future achievements, hypothesize: What theories and practices await development from within the current state of affairs to enable a shift toward that goal? Summary considerations in the course will include: What are next steps along a trajectory toward that ventured future, “after violence”? 
Texts (confirm book orders received in Theology School bookstore; except DeMeo):

Gil Bailie, Violence Unveiled: Humanity at the Crossroads, Crossroad, 1996
James DeMeo, SAHARASIA: The 4000 BCE Origins of Child Abuse, Sex-Repression, Warfare and Social Violence, In the Deserts of the Old World, Orgone Biophysical Research Lab, 1998

Marc Gopin, Between Eden and Armageddon: The Future of World Religions, Violence, and Peacemaking, Oxford Univ. Press, 2002 

Alice Miller, For Your Own Good: Hidden Cruelty in Child-Rearing and the Roots of Violence, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, (3rd ed.) 1990

James Williams, ed. The Girard Reader, Herder & Herder, 1997 

Walter Wink, Engaging the Powers: Discernment & Resistance in a World of Domination, Augsburg Fortress, 1992

Course E-Reserves:
        "Ourselves as Recovering Perpetrators: Towards a Phenomenology of
        Conflicted Subjectivity"

–excerpted materials:
Phenomenological Studies
John L. Gresham, What is Religious Studies? Various Approaches to the Study of Religion; from Religion 100 Web
Peter McKenzie, The Christians (adapted from Friedrich Heiler's Phenomenology of Religion)
Ninian Smart, The Phenomenon of Religion
Herbert Spiegelberg, Doing Phenomenology: Essays On and In Phenomenology, Springer, 1975

Paul Tillich, (on phenomenology:) Introduction: sec. 6-9 + Pt.I-II, sec.1-2, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1
Violence & Victimization Studies
Veena Das, Violence and Subjectivity, University of California Press, 2000

Kahlil Gibran, “Of Crime and Punishment,” The Prophet (1923), Knopf, 1995

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night: A South African Story of Forgiveness, Houghton Mifflin, 2003

Philip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda, Picador, 1999

Christine Gudorf, Victimization: Examining Christian Complicity Trinity Press Int’l 1988
Theophus Smith, Mark Wallace, eds., Curing Violence (religion & the thought of René Girard; Polebridge Press, 1994)
Vamik Volkan, Bloodlines: From Ethnic Pride to Ethnic Terrorism, Westview , 1999
Futuring & Transformation Studies
Riane Eisler,  Chalice & the Blade: Our History Our Future, HarperSanFrancisco, 1988
Johan Huizinga, In the Shadow of Tomorrow, Heinemann, Norton, 1936
Katie Kauffman, Caroline New, Co-Counselling: The Theory and Practice of Re-Evaluation Counselling (Advancing Theory in Therapy), Routledge, 2004 
Johannes Baptist Metz, Faith in History and Society: Toward a Practical Fundamental Theology, Seabury, 1980 
Alexander and Margarete Mitscherlich, Inability to Mourn: Principles of Collective Behavior, Grove/Atlantic (2nd ed.), 1984
Erica Sherover-Marcuse, “Toward a Practice of Subjectivity,” Emancipation and Consciousness, Blackwell, 1986

Marjorie Suchocki, The Fall to Violence: Original Sin in Relational Theology, Continuum, 1995

Particulars:
(1) 2 class presentations on required readings (above); 
(2) a midterm practicum or media presentation (sample practicums available in course; multimedia resources available on campus; see below); 
(3) a final term paper incorporating elements of the above or major themes of the course. 

Additional Course Description:

Method
This graduate seminar introduces subjective phenomenology and phenomenology of religion as a discipline, relates it to other fields of religious studies and also to theological studies, and applies it to salient features of religion and culture, specifically the range of phenomena featuring violence and victimization.
Phenomenology of religion differs from philosophy of religion and systematic theology.  Phenomenology does not attempt to explain religion in terms of ideas (ideation) or doctrines (theology).  Rather a phenomenologist describes religion in terms of its distinctive manifestations, performances, and forms of expression, as found in such phenomena as rituals and myths, prayers and liturgies, narratives and prophecies, symbols and beliefs, leadership roles, traditional practices and other characteristic features of religious life.

However the course will not neglect explanatory, interpretive (hermeneutic), or theological approaches.  Indeed, the description of phenomena is preparatory to such tasks.  In this regard we will also employ disciplines that readily incorporate phenomenology such as cultural hermeneutics—the interpretation of cultural forms, productions and processes, and theology of culture—the correlation of cultural styles and sensibilities with theological formulations or religious meaning.

The course divides naturally into the three topic areas subtitled in the E-Reserves section above: (1) Phenomenological Studies, (2) Violence & Conflict Studies, and (3) Futuring & Transformation Studies.  While the semester begins with phenomenology of religion as the methodological framework for our particular approach to violence and victimization studies, we will attempt to move as expeditiously as possible to the more innovative and culminating segment of the course on futuring and transformation studies.
Heuristic

How do we end the targeting of human beings by other human beings without targeting the targeters, persecuting persecutors, scapegoating scapegoaters,  terrorizing terrorists, murdering murderers? That is the millennial, transhistorical, perduring human predicament. It is the quintessential question of our well-being as a viable species; of our humanity as homo benefactor vs. homo necans (killer) or homo lupus (wolf).  That issue by hypothesis is more determinative of our humanity than our rightly prized rationality as homo sapiens, or our promising technical genius as homo faber.

On the answer to that question rest the prospects of humanity’s future as a species-wide, collective project--still under siege by malignant forces in our histories and psyches. For not only do we chronically target-out and attack others of our species; we also target-in at ourselves individually--each one compulsively attacking parts of his/her own psyche  while tacitly colluding in social structures and processes that mistreat others.  (Hypothesis: to end targeting-out at each other, first arrest targeting-in at oneself). 

To clarify and summarize: we will explore the prospect of a violence-free future in view of our distressed humanity after violence has become pandemic on the one hand, and in anticipation of our full humanization after violence has been systemically moderated on the other. 

Course Commitments:  

Regular Attendance & Welcome Participation

Class members are welcome to share responsibility for the conduct and success of this seminar. The syllabus allows for the leadership initiative and full participation of seminar members in the discussion and treatment of materials, and in facilitating assignments.  The professor is available as co-learner in our common endeavor.

Evaluations & Grading

(1/3 grade):
2 PRESENTATIONS (typed in outline form or prose style) on assigned reading(s), distributed and presented in-class and informed by foregoing readings and discussion, hence presupposing regular attendance and participation;

(1/3 grade):
1 PRACTICUM or MEDIA REPORT (variable formats) preceded by a statement of intent and available for limited, brief presentation in-class (see other details below);

(1/3 grade):
1 TERM PAPER (20-30p) utilizing the texts and issues of the course and making some use of the phenomenological descriptive method, and preferably treating a relatively unexamined or a promising new direction in black religious studies.

N.B. Most written assignments should be submitted online the day before class with print copies distributed to the instructor and other class members in class.  In any case, it is always more important to attend class rather than miss class in order to complete an assignment.
 

Rationale:
A.  Assignments & Evaluation

The course is designed as a cooperative seminar that depends on student initiative and participation in course design and execution, as well as in designing practicums, media presentations, and midterm/endterm presentations. Course evaluations will be based on:

1)
at least 2 class presentations on readings;

2)
a midterm practicum or media presentation;

3)
a final term paper incorporating elements of the above. 

B.  Practicums & Media Presentations
Practicums, field work or media projects occur during the midterm weeks of the semester, allowing for use of the Spring Break particularly for out-of-town research.  Guidebooks on ethnographic or field research methods can also be useful.  Sample practicums are presented immediately below. Media of obvious relevance include power point presentations, film, video, music, photography, or other media that illuminate the phenomena of religion, violence, victimization or conflict, and the dynamics of ‘futuring’ or the transformation of these
Prospective Practicums include:

"The Prejudice Reduction Workshop Model" or "The Violence Prevention Workshop" (experimental) developed by Cherie R. Brown, founder and Exec. Director of the National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI-International, Washington, DC) and available through the local Atlanta chapter or local campus chapters at Agnes Scott, Emory, GSU and Georgia Tech.

 "Co-Counseling" or "Re-evaluation Counseling" (RC): a peer counseling practice developed since 1950 by Harvey Jackins in Seattle. Co-counseling consists of two persons taking turns counseling and being counseled, by means of a cathartic emotional healing process followed by rational re-evaluation of one's own interests and one's relationship to others and the world. Subsequent practicums range from support groups to liberation workshops. RC theory and practice provides the 'deep structure' for the NCBI models described above.  Interested class members are encouraged to enlist in a regular RC Fundamentals Class by contacting a local Area Reference Person.

 "Sacred Violence Clinic": an experimental practicum, under development by Thee Smith as based on the NCBI and RC workshop models described above.  It is designed to give participants resources for diagnosing the spiritual distemper that generates their own and others' scapegoating behaviors (both 'targeting-in' and 'targeting-out). A version of this practicum is presented following the lecture on the "Vectors in Understanding/Healing Violence" (Emory Ethics Center) video listed under Other Media above. Note: further development of this practicum might incorporate the "Transformative Learning" practicum demonstrated by Robert Kegan (author: In Over Our Heads) in another Emory Ethics Center video: 10/9/96.

Eventually this practicum might lead to a ‘Mimesis Institute’ in which diverse practitioners test and experiment with alternative processes for diagnosing and treating conflictual desire. (Cf. the now disbanded Mimesis Institute at Temple Univ. and Augusto Boal’s “Theatre of the Oppressed”).

______________________

Supplemental Bibliography and other media or electronic resources include (please add to):
Gil Bailie, Violence Unveiled: Humanity at the Crossroads
James Gilligan, Violence: Reflections on a Western Epidemic
James Gilligan, Violence: Reflections on a National Epidemic
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night: A South African Story of Forgiveness
Christopher Hedges, War is Force that Gives Meaning to Our Lives
James Hillman, The Love of War
René Girard, I See Satan Fall Like Lightening
Pearl Oliner, ed., Embracing the Other: Philosophical, Psychological, and


Historical Perspectives on Altruism
Daniel L. Smith-Christopher, ed., Subverting Hatred: The Challenge of


Nonviolence in Religious Traditions
David Smock, Perspectives on Pacifism: Christian, Jewish, and Muslim Views


on Nonviolence and International Conflict
Ervin Staub, The Roots of Violence
Willard Swartley, ed., Violence Renounced: René Girard, Biblical


Studies, and Peacemaking 
Other Media:
A.  Video

"Christodrama: An Instrument for Conversion," Training Video, Paul Marcoux (cf. Boal "Theatre of the Oppressed" and Moreno et al. on sociodrama)

"A Conversation on Christian Nonviolence," Emmanuel Charles McCarthy, Lecture (cf. his tract "The Nonviolent Eucharist")

“Father Son and Holy War,” Anand Patwardhan (1994, 120 mins. Colour) On the relation between religion, violence and male identity in India (formerly titled, “Hero Pharmacy”).

“In the Name of God” (1992, 90mins. Colour) On the rise of Hindu fundamentalism as reflected in the temple/mosque conflict in Ayodhya which led to nation wide carnage.

"Vectors in Understanding and Healing Our Society's Violence," Lecture/Workshop, Thee Smith, Emory Ethics Center, Mar. 26, 1996

"Violence, Victims and Christianity," Rene Girard, The D'Arcy Lecture, Oxford Univ., 11/5/97

"Violence Unveiled: The Gospel at Work in History," Video Lecture Series; Bailie and Rohr

"Working It Out: Blacks and Jews on the College Campus," National Coalition Building Institute, Washington, D.C. (cf. NCBI-Atlanta/Emory chapters "Prejudice Reduction" workshops)

B.  Websites (preliminary/please add to)

Anthropoetics: The Electronic Journal of Generative Anthropology 


http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/anthropoetics/home.html

Colloquium on Violence and Religion (COV&R) 


http://theol.uibk.ac.at/cover/bulletin/x1.html

The Journal of Psychohistory


http://www.psychohistory.com/

Violence Reduction in Theory & Practice / COV&R'99 Emory conf. (org. Prof. Smith)


http://theol.uibk.ac.at/cover/events/

START-UP SCHEDULE:



1. PHENOMENOLOGY OF CONFLICTED SUBJECTIVITY
WEEK 1: 
Introductions, course description, expectations, elective presentations, 


plus
Spiegelberg: preview of Doing Phenomenology (esp. "workshop model"), pp. ix-12, 24-71, 72-109, 11-149 (excerpted pgs.)

WEEKS 2-5:
Application of phenomenological approaches to the data of violence and victimization

Bailie: Violence Unveiled, and The Girard Reader 
CLASS SESSIONS & ASSIGNMENTS:
I 

PHENOMENOLOGY OF CONFLICTED SUBJECTIVITY
Wk 1

Th 1/19
Course & class introductions, plus Spiegelberg’s “Workshop Approach” to “Doing Phenomenology:” ix-12, 24-71, 72-109, 11-149
__________

Wk 2

Th 1/26
Bailie chs.1-4 + continue Spiegelberg selections


Presenter:
Leah Lewis
__________

Wk 3

Th 2/2

Bailie chs. 5-14 + Epilogue


Presenter: Cayenne Claassen-Luttner


Supplemental selections on phenomenology:

John L. Gresham, “Religion 100 Web: What is Religious Studies?  Various Approaches to the Study of Religion,” 
www.fontbonne.edu/~jgresham/REL100/religiousstudies.htm
____________
Wk 4

Th 2/9
Girard selections: Biographical Sketch  (pp.1-6) + chs.1, 5 (+ pp. 69-70), chs. 7-8 (40p)


Presenter: Josh Thomas

________
Wk 5

Th 2/16
Girard selections: chs.11-13 + Epilogue (esp. pp.264-267,278,287; total - 60p) 


Presenter: Claire Bischoff

Supplemental readings on Girard (excerpts & articles):

David B. Burrell, “René Girard: Violence and Sacrifice,” Cross Currents (Winter 1988-89): 443-447

Robert Eliott Fox, Fig.1&2: Triangle of European Desire; Triangle of Black Desire: Pan-African Unity, in Conscientious Sorcerers (Greenwood Press, 1987)
René Girard, Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World (Stanford, 1987), pp.1-31, 283-298
________, Violence and the Sacred (Johns Hopkins, 1977), pp. 89-109

Robert G. Hamerton-Kelly, “Religion and the Thought of René Girard,” in Mark Wallce & Theophus Smith, eds., Curing Violence (1994): 5-6

Robert North, S.J., “Violence and the Bible: The Girard Connection,” The Catholic Biblical Quarterly 47:1 (January 1985):1-27

Fred Douglas Smith, Jr., Fig. 6.1: Triangle of Faith; Triangle of Acquisitive Mimetic Desire, in “Without A Vision,” Dissertation, Emory 1996

Hayden White, “Ethnological ‘Lie’ and Mythical ‘Truth,’” Diacritics 1:8 (March 1978):2-9



plus begin midterm preparation◄
__________

II
OBSERVERS’ INTER-SUBJECTIVITY WITH PHENOMENA
Wk 6

Th 2/23
DeMeo selections: Preface: xii-xiii; Part I: 1-28a ("a "= 1st section of pg. 28), 42-44a, 49b-53a, 60, 76, 88-89; Part II: 166-171a,197-203


Presenter: Betty Woodman
Supplemental selections on phenomenology:  
Richard E. Palmer, “Phenomenology as Foundation for A Post-Modern Philosophy of Literary Interpretation,” Cultural Hermeneutics I (1973) pp. 207-223

Paul Tillich, (on phenomenology of revelation:) Introduction: sec. 6-9 + Pt.I-II, sec.1-2, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1



continue midterm preparation◄
	March 1, 2006
	Wednesday
	Ash Wednesday
	Christian


__________
Wk 7
Th 3/2
DeMeo selections: pp. 205-215; a selection of two areas only from pp. 216-364 (scan!), and pp. 364-401


Presenter: Cayenne Claassen-Luttner


continue midterm preparation◄
__________

Wk 8
Th 3/9

Miller selections: Miller: Prefaces + 3-91

Presenter: Claire Bischoff



begin midterm presentations◄
Wk 9
3/13 - 3/19
Spring Recess

	Sunset, Mar. 13 — Sunset, Mar.14, 2006
	Monday — Tuesday
	Purim
	Jewish


__________
Wk 10

Th 3/23
Miller: 92-106, 129-141, scan 142-197 (Hitler's Childhood), 247-253, + 283ff. (Afterword); cf. Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night (not assigned)
Presenter: Thee Smith

continue midterm presentations◄
III

DESIRING THE SUBJECTIVITY OF THE OTHER (Adams)
– Or –

THE FUTURE OF MIMETIC DESIRE (Girard)
__________

Wk 11

Th 3/30
Gopin 1: chs. 1-3 (60p)


Presenter: Josh Thomas
continue midterm presentations◄
__________
Wk 12

Th 4/6

Gopin 2: chs. 6-7, 9 (80p)


Presenter: Thee Smith

conclude midterm presentations◄
	Sunset, April 12 — Sunset, April 14,2006
	Wednesday — Friday
	Passover
	Jewish


___________
Wk 13

Th 4/13
Wink 1: Introduction + chs. 1, 4,7 (70p)



Presenter: Betty Woodman
begin term paper preparations◄
	April 14, 2006
	Friday
	Good Friday
	Christian

	April 16, 2006
	Sunday
	Easter
	Christian


___________

Wk 14

Th 4/20
Wink 2: chs. 10-11, 15-16


Presenter: Leah Lewis

continue term paper preparations◄
	April 21, 2006
	Friday
	Ridvan
	Baha'i


___________

Wk 15

Th 4/27
Final class
report term papers in-progress◄
______
Th 5/4

All course work due

______

	May 01

	M



	
	Last day of classes for Business, Emory College, Graduate Arts & Sciences




5/4-10


Exam period
5/15 (Mon)
End of term; Commencement – prepare grades for 5/16(Tue.) Registrar deadline
