Feminist Theory:  Human Rights and Genocide
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Tuesdays 9-12

Department of Women’s Studies


Emory University

This course will examine feminist theory relating to human rights and genocide.  Themes we will pursue are the history of theorizing about women, gender and human rights; gendering our understanding of genocide, and the recognition of rape of women as a war crime. We will examine Bosnia, South Africa, and Rwanda as case studies.

Books to purchase
Elizabeth Heger Boyle, Female Genital Cutting: Cultural Conflict in the Global Community Johns Hopkins University Press, New Ed. 2005. Isbn: *080188263X 

Susan Brownmiller, Against our Will: Men, Women and Rape. Ballantine Books; Reprint edition (May 11, 1993). ISBN0449908208: 

Adam Jones, Gendercide and Genocide. Vanderbilt University Press, 2004. ISBN: 0826514456 

Julie Peters and Andrea Wolper, Women's Rights Human Rights: International Feminist Perspective. Routledge, 1995. ISBN:0415909953 

Fiona Ross, Bearing Witness: Women and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa. Pluto Press, 2002.  ISBN: 0745318916 

Alexandra Stiglmayer, Mass Rape: The War against women in Bosnia-Herzegovina. University of Nebraska Press, 1994. ISBN: 0803292295

Sally Engle Merry, Human Rights and Gender Violence: Translating International Law into Local Justice. University of Chicago Press, 2005

Course requirements:

1) Doing all the reading and coming to class with notes.

2) A weekly paragraph formulating a critical issue for discussion.

3) Once in the semester, research and report back on an article or book on relevant topic.
4) Active and informed participation in seminar discussions 
5) An 18-25 page seminar paper or state of the field essay (due end of the semester) 
Please note, we may add some readings.

Jan 23: Introductions

Jan 30:  Histories

Read: chapters in “Backgrounds” and “Regional reports,” except chp 7’  in Julie Peters and Andrea Wolper, Women's Rights Human Rights: International Feminist Perspective. Also Charlotte Bunch et al, “Beijing 95” [reserves direct, rd]; The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  At: http://www.idir.net/~cnc/UN_UDHR.htm
Feb 6: Women’s Rights and International Law

Read chapters in “Gendered Law: Public and Private” in Peters and Wolper, Women's Rights Human Rights: International Feminist Perspective; and Karen Knop, “Why rethinking the Sovereign State is important for Women’s International Human Rights Law” and Celina Romany, “State Responsibility goes private” in Human Rights of Women, ed. Rebecca Cook [rd].

Feb 13: The Culture of Rights I

Read: Uma Narayan, Dislocating Cultures, Introduction, and “Cross Cultural Connections”[rd]; Section on “Cultural Difference” in Peters and Wolper, Women’s Rights Human Rights; 

Radhika Coomaraswamy, “To Bellow Like a Cow: Women, Ehtnicity and the Discourse of Human Rights;” Hilary Charlesworth, “What are Women’s International Human Rights?” Rhonda Copelon, “Intimate Terror: Understanding Domestic Violence as Torture,” and Abdullahi An-Na’im, “ State Responsibility under International Human Rights Law….” in Human Rights of Women, ed. Rebecca Cook [rd]

Feb 20: Culture and Rights II

Read: Elizabeth Heger Boyle, Female Genital Cutting; L. Amede Obiora, “The Little Foxes that Spoil the Vine: Revisiting the Feminist Critique of Female Circumcision” in African Women and Feminism, ed. Oyeronke Oyewumi [rd]; Nahid Toubia, “Female Genital Mutilation” in Peters and Wolper, Women’s Rights Human Rights.

Feb 27: Rape as a Human Rights Issue--Bosnia

Read, Brownmiller, Against Our Will; Liz Philipose,  “The Laws of war and women’s human rights” in Hypatia, 11, no. 4 (Fall 1996), [online through ejournals]; Rhonda Copelon, “Gendered War Crimes” in Peters and Wolpe, Women’s Rights Human Rights.  Samantha Power, “`A Problem from Hell’ America and the Age of Genocide, chp 10 on Bosnia. [on reserve in the library, 2 hours]; Alexandra Stiglmayer, Mass Rape: The War against women in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

March 6: Women and Human Rights in Post-Apartheid South Africa

Read: Introduction, and articles by Banda, Walsh, Fish, Moffett, and Britton in the Special Issue of Journal of Southern African Studies, 32, no. 1 (March 2005), on “Women and the Politics of Gender in Southern Africa,” ed., Denise Walsh, Pamela Scully and Deborah Gaitskell [ejournals]; Brigitte Mbandla, “Women in South Africa and the Constitution-Making Process” in Peters and Wolper, Women’s Rights Human Rights.

If you are not familiar with South African History read: Nigel Worden, The Making of Modern South Africa; or Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela.  On the transitions to democracy and beyond, see Allistair Sparks, Tomorrow is Another Country and Beyond the Miracle.

Spring Break, March 12-16

March 20: Women, and Gendering the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Read: Fiona Ross, Bearing Witness; The World Bank Report on Gender, Justice, and Truth Commissions

http://www.huntalternatives.org/download/94_gender_justice_and_truth_commissions_world_bank.pdf  Read everything up to and including the report on South Africa.

For information on the TRC see:  http://www.doj.gov.za/trc/
March 27: Gender and Genocide

Read: Adam Jones, ed. Gendercide and Genocide, all chapters, except chp 4.

We will also see the video, Triumph of Evil, as background to understanding the Rwandan Genocide. 

April 3: Gender and Genocide in Rwanda

Read: Adam Jones, Gendercide and Genocide, chp 4; 1996 Human Rights Watch Report on Rape as a weapon of genocide in Rwanda: http://hrw.org/reports/1996/Rwanda.htm; 

Green, Lezlie L, Gender Hate Propaganda and Sexual Violence in the Rwandan Genocide: An Argument for Intersectionality in International Law, 33(3) Columbia Human Rights Law Review (2001-2002), 733-776; Lisa Sharlach, “Gender and Genocide in Rwanda: Women as agents and objects of genocide” Journal of Genocide Research 1, no 3 (November 1999) [ejournals]

April 10: Women in Post-Genocidal Rwanda

Read: Amnesty international report on Women and Genocide in Rwanda

http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engafr470072004; Kimberlee Acquaro and Peter Landesman, “Put of Madness a Matriarchy, Mother Jones, 28, 1 (Jan/Feb2003)

 [ejournals]; Elizabeth Powley, Women Waging Peace, “Strengthening Governance: the Role of Women in Rwanda’s Transition. http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/meetings/2004/EGMelectoral/EP5-Powley.PDF

Read a brief article on the Akeyesu sentence: http://www.coalitiondroitsdesfemmes.org/site/newsReleases/1998-10-rwanda_en.php
See film: Living with Gacaca
April 17: Culture and Women’s Human Rights Revisited

Read: Sally Engle Merry, Human Rights and Gender Violence: Translating International Law into Local Justice.

April 24: Understanding Darfur

For this week, you will find articles on Darfur, and come prepared to discuss issues of gender, women, and human rights.  I.e. this session is to try to help us make sense of what is happening in Darfur.

All to read: Samantha Powers, “Dying in Darfur” The New Yorker, August 30, 2004 [rd]
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