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Topic:  Modern Social Philosophy, Religion, and Ethics
The primary purpose of the seminar is to examine the relationship between social philosophy and critical theological and ethical inquiry.  We will read selected classic texts in social philosophy from Machiavelli (15th-16th c.) to Marx and Mill (middle to late 19th c.).  Together these texts provide a substantial portion of the history of the development of the “modern” perspective on the world and hence also the background for so-called “post-modern” thinking.  Many important thinkers are of necessity left out—Hume and Bentham in England, Montesquieu, Vico, and Voltaire in France, to mention only a few—but those selected constitute a reasonably coherent history of the development of the “modern” agenda, i.e., to critical thinking about the development of new social forms and institutions.

What constitutes the “modern” is itself a source of controversy, but there are some fairly common characterizations:  the modern world involves the increasing separation and autonomy of social/familial, cultural, political, and economic activities, with correspondingly autonomous institutions (a process often called, following Max Weber, the “differentiation of spheres”).  As political and economic institutions develop their own normative structures, the understanding of religion and the actual role of religion and of religious ethics in society also change. 
“Social philosophy” refers, with regard to this process, to those philosophers who attempted to make sense of these social and institutional changes.  “Making sense” means both an attempt to understand and explain the historical developments; and the attempt to legitimate them, to give them moral structure.  This task connects social philosophy to much of traditional theology and ethics.  All the writers we will read take up major religious themes both explicitly and implicitly but with widely diverging critical judgments. 
Numerous themes will emerge to focus our inquiry, and a separate list of recurring themes and questions will be distributed.  One theme will be central:  theodicy, or the problem of evil.  A central hypothesis of the course is that all modern social philosophy (and most of modern social science) emerges as a response to the problem of human suffering and injustice; and that the “modern project” is itself a kind of theodicy.  This hypothesis will provide the basis for the critical comparison with religious and ethical thought; and for critiquing common views of the role of religion in modern society.
Requirements:  

1. Careful preparation of the reading and active participation in seminar discussion.

2. Two short critical papers for two different sessions to initiate class discussion.  These papers should be available to the class through Blackboard by 9 a.m. on the day of class. 
3. A critical research paper, about 20-25 pages in length, on a topic chosen in consultation with the instructor.  Due date:  December 15.

Secondary Reading

I have ordered two books as secondary resources:

Susan Neiman, Evil in Modern Thought:  An Alternative History of Philosophy (2002)

Donald N. Levine, Visions of the Sociological Tradition (1995)
The Neiman book is indispensable to the course and should be read by all.  Hence, it is really a required reading.  Chapter One discusses many of the philosophers we are reading and I have indicated some pages pertinent to specific readings.  But her discussion of individual thinkers needs to be read in the context of her larger argument; and key figures such as Rousseau and Kant are discussed throughout the book.  We may decide to devote the last seminar session to a discussion of Neiman, also by way of summary (requiring us not to read J. S. Mill).

The Levine book is a very useful ordering of a vast body of sociological thought, and at one or more places he discusses or refers to the work of all the figures we are reading.  Hence Levine provides you with a most helpful intellectual road-map, showing you routes and bridges to other thinkers.  But Levine does more:  He understands better than many that sociology is a normative discipline, that sociologists have normative visions of society, and he helps understand the assumptions behind the divergent visions.  In so doing he offers a useful complement to Neiman’s focus on what prevents social visions from coming into being.  Levine is not required reading, but you may find it useful to see his take on our philosophers.  The Table of Contents and Index should direct you to appropriate passages.
Although I have not ordered it, Ernst Cassirer’s Philosophy of the Enlightenment is an excellent background work.  The Cambridge Companion to… series includes volumes of helpful critical essays for most of the philosophers we are reading.
Other secondary reading is provided for your further work and may be helpful to those preparing critical discussion papers and for final papers.  Each of us may find further useful secondary works and can alert the full seminar through e-mail or Blackboard.

NOTE:  I am teaching an M.Div. version of this course at Candler and will be lecturing every Tuesday afternoon at 1 p.m. (BH 113), giving background and a framework for each of the thinkers.  I encourage those of you who can to attend these lectures.  

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READING
Sept. 2:  Introductory Session

- Susan Neiman, Evil in Modern Thought, 1-14
Sept. 9:  Niccolò Machiavelli (1469-1527)

The Prince; selections from The Discourses
Secondary:

· Quentin Skinner, Machiavelli

· J.G.A. Pocock, The Machiavellian Moment
· Jean Bethke Elshtain, Public Man, Private Woman 92-99 (plus the pages preceding on Luther)

· Sheldon Wolin, Politics and Vision, ch. 7, “Machiavelli:  Politics and the Economy of Violence” 
 Sept. 16:  Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)

Leviathan, Author’s Introd.; First Part (entire); Second Part, chs. 17-18, 21, 26, 28 (skim, concentrating on first and last pages), 29-31

Secondary:  

· C. B. Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism (Oxford, 1962) (an influential, provocative, but idiosyncratically Marxist interpretation)

· Leo Strauss,  The Political Philosophy of Hobbes
· Michael Oakeshott, Hobbes on Civil Association
· The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes
Sept. 23:  John Locke (1632-1704)

Second Treatise on Civil Government, I-XV, XVIII-XIX.  

Secondary:  

· Laslett’s  “Introduction”

· C. B. Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism 

· Cambridge Companion to Locke, esp. chs. 7-9

Sept. 30:   Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-78)

“Discourse on Inequality”  (The Second Discourse)
The Social Contract

Secondary: 
· Susan Neiman,  Evil in Modern Thought, Chapter One, esp. pp. 42ff
· Ernst Cassirer, The Question of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (Yale, 1989)

· Patrick Riley, The General Will before Rousseau:  The Transformation of the Divine into the Civic (Princeton, 1986)

· Judith Sklar, Men and Citizens:  A Study of Rousseau's Social Theory (Cambridge, 1969)

Oct 7:  Adam Smith (1723-90)


The Theory of the Moral Sentiments
· Part I:  Section I; Section II (skim); Section III, ch. 3

-     Part II:   Section I, chs. 4-5; Section II; Section III

· Part III:  chs. 1, 3, 4, 6, (skim 5)

· Part IV:   ch. 1 (skim 2)

· Part VI:   Section II, chs. 2, 3   

· Part VII:  Section II, ch. 4 (on Mandeville); Section IV

The Wealth of Nations
· "Introduction and Plan of the Work"

· Book one:    I-IV, VII

· Book three:  IV

· Book four:   II (esp. first part)

· Book five:   ch. I, Part II 

Secondary:  

· Elie Halévy, The Growth of Philosophic Radicalism (Beacon, 1955)

· Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests (Princeton, 1977)

· Jean-Christophe Agnew, Worlds Apart:  The Market and the Theater in Anglo-American Thought, 1550-1750

· Donald Winch, The Politics of Adam Smith (Cambridge, 1978)

Oct. 14:  Thomas Robert Malthus (1766-1834)

An Essay On Population   
(Use the Penguin edition of the Malthus book, both because it includes the chapters on “theodicy” at the end (dropped in some later editions) and because Anthony Flew’s “Introduction” is very fine and traces some of the response to Malthus, including among Marxists.

Oct. 21:  Immanuel Kant (1724-1804):  Moral Writings
· Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (1785)
· Possibly some selected passages from the Critique of Practical Reason
Secondary: 

· Neiman, Chapter One, esp. 60-84.
· Ernst Cassirer, Kant’s Life and Thought
· J. B. Schneewind, “Autonomy, obligation, and virtue:  An overview of Kant’s moral philosophy” in The Cambridge Companion to Kant, ed. Paul Guyer (Cambridge, 1992)

· Allen Wood, “Rational theology, moral faith, and religion,” Cambridge Companion to Kant

· Wood, Kant’s Moral Religion (Cornell, 1970)

Oct. 28:  Immanuel Kant:  Political and Historical Writings
· “What Is Enlightenment?” (1784)

· “Idea for a Universal History from a Cosmopolitan Point of View” (1784)

· “Perpetual Peace” (1795)

Secondary:
· Wolfgang Kersting, “Politics, Freedom, and Order:  Kant’s Political Philosophy,” in The Cambridge Companion to Kant
· Henry E. Allison, Kant’s Theory of Freedom (Cambridge, 1990)

Nov. 4:  Georg W. F. Hegel (1770-1831)

· Section on “Self-Consciousness,” and especially the passage on “Lordship and Bondage” (“Master and Slave”) in The Phenomenology of Mind (Spirit) (to be distributed)

· Philosophy of Right, Knox trans, pp. 105-134; 146-174
Secondary:  

· Stephen B. Smith, Hegel’s Critique of Liberalism, 1-164 

· Shlomo Avineri, Hegel’s Theory of the Modern State (Cambridge, 1972)

· Charles Taylor, Hegel (Cambridge, 1975)

· Charles Taylor, Hegel and the Modern World (Cambridge, 1979)

· The Cambridge Companion to Hegel, ed. Frederick C. Beiser (Cambridge, 1993), esp. M. Forster, “Hegel's dialectical method”. A. Wood, “Hegel’s ethics”; K. Westphal, “The basic context and structure of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right”; L. Dickey, “Hegel on religion and philosophy”
Nov. 11:  Karl Marx (1818-83):  Historical materialism and the critique of religion
· Marx, “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right,” Tucker, ed.,  The Marx-Engels Reader, 16-25

· “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right:  Introduction,” Tucker, 53-65
· Sels. from Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Tucker, 70-81 (“Estranged Labor”); 93-125 (“The Meaning of Human Requirements;” “The Power of Money...:” “Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic...”)

Secondary:  

· Jon P. Gunnemann, “Karl Marx and the End of Theodicy,” The Moral Meaning of Revolution (Yale, 1979), ch. 4

· S. Smith, Hegel’s Critique of Liberalism, 165-246

· Shlomo Avineri, The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx (Cambridge, 1968)

· Allen Wood, “Hegel and Marxism,” Cambridge Companion to Hegel
Nov. 18:  Marx:  Theodicy and the critique of capitalism

· Communist Manifesto, Tucker, 469-500

· “Critique of the Gotha Program,” 525-42

· “The British Rule in India,” Tucker, 653-8

Nov. 25:  John Stuart Mill (1806-73)  
· On Liberty
· Utilitarianism sels.
Dec. 2:  Susan Neiman, Evil in Modern Thought
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