Religion, Human Rights, and Civil Society
Religion 370
Special Topics in Religion and Culture

Tuesday & Thursday 1:00-2:15

Spring 2005
Professor:
Edward Queen

Teaching Assistant:  Kate O’Dwyer Randall, M.Div.
e-mail:

equeen@emory.edu


karanda@emory.edu

Phone:

7-1240

Office:

Center for Ethics, Suite 302, 1462 Clifton/Dental Building

Office hours:
Mondays at Caribou Coffee (or Everybody’s) from 3:00-5:00

Wednesdays from 10:00-Noon.

Other times by appointment.

The course will begin with a discussion of the meaning of human rights and the major international human rights documents.  It will then move to a discussion of the underlying bases of human rights discourse, particularly the grounding of human rights in religious beliefs or natural law.  What are the challenges to such a grounding?  The course then examines the issue of civil society and the relationship between a viable civil society and human rights.
After examining the above questions, the course will then turn to an analysis of the role of religious traditions in the creation of human rights and their realization.  Additionally it looks at those situations where religious traditions appear to be a barrier to improving human rights.  During this section, the course will look specifically at one tradition and the complex struggle within that tradition to accommodate to contemporary understandings of human rights or its rejection of those understandings for religious reasons and its claim to have a higher understanding of human rights.  Finally, the course will conclude with an analysis of religion itself as a human right and what is the status of the freedom to believe and practice one’s religion (or to refuse to believe and practice) throughout the world.  
Required texts:
Joseph Runzo and Nancy M. Martin, editors.  Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World’s Religions.  Oneworld, 2002.

Natan Lerner.  Religion, Belief, and International Human Rights.  Orbis Books, 2000.  (Coursepack)
Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na`im.  Toward an Islamic Reformation:  Civil Liberties, Human Rights, and International Law.  Syracuse University Press, 1990.

Articles to be assigned, either on-line or distributed during the semester.
Requirements:

Given the small size of this class and the opportunities for discussion it provides, attendance is required.  Regular attendance and active and appropriate class participation will count for 20% of your grade.  The remaining 80% of the final grade will come from the following:

Two 4-7 page reflection papers or

In class student presentation

20%
Mid-term examination

25%
Final examination or research paper
35%

All examinations must be written in Emory University bluebooks.
Student Assessment:
Grades will be assigned to students based on their reflection papers, the examinations, and class participation.  Paper will be graded on the basis of validity of their content, thoughtfulness, and the nature of the argument.  The examinations will require the students to demonstrate both a mastery of the material covered in lectures and in the readings and the ability to reflect thoughtfully on this material and the categories and concepts learned.  The research paper must reflect serious reading and understanding of the topic, the student’s internalization of the material, and the ability to communicate the student’s understanding and learning in a written form.  Students choosing the research paper option must have their topic approved by the professor by March 31.
Written Assignments and Examinations.

The papers will consist of the following assignments.

Reflection paper 1, due Tuesday March 1.  Topics to be provided 

Paper 2, due Thursday April 14.   Topics to be provided.
Mid-term examination—March 10.

Final examination—To be announced

Research paper—no later than the scheduled start of the final examination

The content of this syllabus regarding the material covered in the class may be altered to meet the interests of the students or the exigencies of time.  At not time, however, will the amount of graded work be increased.

Student Conduct:
Students are expected to conduct themselves at all times in a manner consistent with the norms of the College of Emory University and with professional standards.  This includes responding and behaving respectfully and civilly to the professor, class visitors, and student colleagues.  Students shall follow all formal university policies.  Additionally, by submitting individual work to the professor for evaluation students assert that the work is their own.  Neither plagiarism nor dishonesty will be tolerated and shall be dealt with according to the Honor Code of the College.  With this publication students are on notice, both actual and constructive, that all College policies apply to all components of this course, including but not limited to the following articles of the Honor Code.

ARTICLE 4: ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Academic misconduct is an offense generally defined as any action or inaction which is offensive to the integrity and honesty of the members of the academic community. This offense includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) Seeking, acquiring, receiving, or giving information about the conduct of an examination, knowing that the release of such information has not been authorized: 

(b) Plagiarizing; 

(c) Seeking, using, giving, or obtaining unauthorized assistance or information in any academic assignment or examination; 

(d) Intentionally giving false information to professors or instructors for the purpose of gaining academic advantage; 

(e) Breach of any duties prescribed by this Code; 

(f) Intentionally giving false evidence in any Honor Council hearing or refusing to give evidence when requested by the Honor Council. 

ARTICLE 5: REPORTING CASES

It is the responsibility of every member of the faculty and student body to cooperate in supporting the honor system. In pursuance of this duty, any individual, when he or she suspects that an offense of academic misconduct has occurred, shall report this suspected breach to a member of the Honor Council, a faculty advisor to the Honor Council, or the Dean of the College. 

Complete text available at:  http://www.emory.edu/COLLEGE/students/honor.html
Additionally, as of September 2004 all examination bluebooks sold at the Emory bookstore contain an honor pledge on their covers in which students pledge to abide by the honor code.  Students failing to sign the pledge will continue to have their work graded.  Failure or refusal to sign does not absolve you of following the honor code.
Students who have questions or concerns about what constitutes plagiarism, particularly in the use of internet materials are encouraged to speak with the professor or seek out assistance that is available from the writing center or other units on the Emory campus.

Schedule of class meetings

Thurs.
Jan. 20

Introduction to class
The meanings of the topics of the course—religion, human rights, and civil society.

Tues.
Jan. 25

What are human rights?
Readings:  “Human Rights.”  Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights-human
       Human Rights Instruments



http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/ainstls1.htm
Thurs.
Jan. 27

What are human rights?  Where do they come from?
Readings:  Michael Ignatieff, The Tanner Lectures on Human Values:  Human
Rights as Politics.  Human Rights as Idolatry.  Viewable at:
http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf
       Martin Palouš.  “Ambassador’s Address:  Does Human Rights Need God.”
Viewable at:  http://pewforum.org/events/index.php?EventID=42
Tues.
Feb. 1

cont.
Thurs.
Feb. 3

Are human rights universal?
Readings:  George Weigel, “Are Human Rights Still Universal?”  Viewable at:
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/archive/digitalarchive.aspx?panes=1&aid=09902043_1

        Amartya Sen, “Human Rights and Asian Values.”  Sixteenth

Morgenthau Memorial Lecture on Ethics and Foreign Policy.  Carnegie Council on Ethics and Foreign Affairs.  Viewable at:
http://www.carnegiecouncil.org/media/254_sen.pdf
        Glyn Howells.  “Which way's south? Asian values and universal

human rights.”   Viewable at:
http://www.sfdonline.org/Link%20Pages/Link%20Folders/Human%20Rights/asianvalues1.html
Tues.
Feb. 8

cont.
Thurs.
Feb. 10
cont.

Tues.
Feb. 15
An excursus on civil society.
Readings:  Michael Walzer, “The Idea of Civil Society: A Path to Social

Reconstruction.  Dissent.  Spring 1991.
       Edward Queen, “An American in Dubrovnic:  Reflections on Civil

Society, Culture Wars, and Shooting Wars.”
Thurs.
Feb. 17
cont.

Tues.
Feb. 22
What does God have to do with it? I—Religion and Civil Society.

Readings:  Edward Queen.  “Religion, Civil Society, and Democracy.”
Thurs. Feb. 24

What does God have to do with it? II—Religion and Human 

Rights.
Readings:  Joseph Runzo, Nancy M. Martin, & Arvind Sharma, editors.  Human Rights

and Responsibilities in the World Religions.  pp. 9-96, 131-147.
Tues.
Mar. 1

cont.
Thurs.
Mar. 3

cont.
Tues.
Mar. 8

Catch up/Review for examination
Thurs.
Mar. 10
Mid-Term Exam
Tues.
Mar. 15
Spring Break
Thurs.
Mar. 17
Spring Break
Tues.
Mar.  22
Different Paths, Same Goals?—Religious Particularity and 

Human Rights.
Buddhism

Readings:     Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World Religions.  pp. 187-198, 

247-266.
Thurs.
Mar. 24
Judaism
Readings:     Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World Religions.  pp. 149-158, 

209-232.
Tues.
Mar.  29
Hinduism
Readings:     Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World Religions.  pp. 179-186,

267-282.
Thurs.
Mar. 31 
Christianity
Readings:     Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World Religions.  pp. 159-168,

233-246.

Tues.
April 5

Religious Freedom as a Human Right.
Readings:     Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of

Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.  Viewable at: 

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/d4deidrb.htm
         Natan Lerner.  Religion, Beliefs, and International Human Rights.

Orbis Books, 2000.  (Coursepack) 
Thurs.
April 7

cont.

Tues.
April 12
Case studies of religious laws.
Thurs.
April 14
cont.

Tues.
April 19
Islam and Human Rights—A case study.
Readings:     Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na`im.  Toward an Islamic Reformation:  Civil
Liberties, Human Rights, and International Law.  Syracuse University Press, 1990.

         “Human Rights in Islam.”  The Institute of Islamic Information and

Education.  Viewable at:  

http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/humanrelations/humanrights/
         “Universal Islamic Declaration of Human Rights”  Viewable at:

http://www.alhewar.com/ISLAMDECL.html
          “Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam.”  Viewable at:

http://www.isesco.org.ma/pub/Eng/humanrights/page7.htm
Thurs.
April 21
Lecture by Prof. An-Na’im.

Tues.
April 26
cont.

Thurs.
April  28
Conclusion

Final Examination—Date to be announced

Some Sources:
Forum 18-- http://www.forum18.org/
Freedom House, Center for Religious Freedom-- http://www.freedomhouse.org/religion/
International Association for Religious Freedom-- http://www.iarf.net/
Islam and Human Rights Fellowship Program, Emory University School of Law-- http://www.law.emory.edu/IHR/
Hu
Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life-- http://pewforum.org/religion-human-rights
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom-- http://www.uscirf.gov/index.php3?scale=1024
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