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This seminar examines the rights and status of women in contemporary Muslim societies, as well as past and recent initiatives to advance them.  The seminar will consider how Western social scientists – including some with an explicit feminist agenda – define the issues facing Muslim women today, but special attention will be paid to the diverse perspectives and strategies of action which have been adopted by Muslim women themselves.  To what extent are the challenges facing Muslim women akin to those confronting women elsewhere in the developing world, and/or in the industrialized societies of the West, and to what extent are they inflected by local history and culture?  How and why have post-colonial states advanced gender equality in some instances, and tolerated – or actively reinforced – gender discrimination in others?  Are the beliefs and traditions of Islam a source of women’s oppression, and/or a resource for women’s empowerment?  How do the rights and status of Muslim women vary by ethnicity, social class, age, and education, and what are the implications of such differences for campaigns to advance women’s rights in general?  Finally, how – if at all – can and should international women’s rights activists and NGOS seek to advance women’s rights in Muslim societies?  Analysis of these issues will be woven into a discussion of case material from countries in the Arab Middle East and the broader Muslim world.

Course Requirements:
This is an intensive reading course in which students will critically engage with the issues raised by texts through writing and discussion.  Students are expected to keep up with seminar readings and analyze them in weekly commentaries; contribute thoughtful and informed questions and comments to class sessions; and write an analytic essay on a topic related to the themes of the course.  Your active intellectual participation in the seminar is vital to its success!

Breakdown of Grade:
Class Participation*:                                                         30%

8 Weekly Commentaries (1-2 pages in length):                20%

7-8 page Analytic Essay:                                                   20%

Final Exam                                                                        30%

*Class participation takes into account a student’s attendance record; motivation; and the quality and quantity of his/her contributions to class discussions.

Readings:
All seminar readings are available on-line through the Woodruff library reserves.

Schedule:
I. Introduction: The Perils of Analyzing Gender Issues Across Cultures
(January 24)

1. Sabbagh, Suha, “The Debate On Arab Women”, Arab Women: Between Defiance and                Constraint, pp. xi-xxvii.

II.  Gender Differences and Gender Inequality: Orienting Themes and Concepts

     (January 31)

1.  Andersen, Margaret L., “Defining Feminism”, “Liberal Feminism” and “Radical Feminism”,         in Thinking About Women: Sociological Perspectives on Sex and Gender, pp. 7-9, 317-325,           356-361.

2.   Daly, Mary, “Social Attitudes Toward Women” in Wiener, Philip P., Dictionary of the                   History of Ideas, vol. 4, pp. 523-530.

3.   Goldberg, Carey, “Facing Forced Retirement, Iconoclastic Professor Keeps on Fighting”               (about Mary Daly), New York Times, August 15, 1999.

4.   Kimmel, Michael S., Chapter 2, “Ordained By Nature: Biology Constructs the Sexes” and             Chapter 5, “Inequality and Difference: The Social Construction of Gender Relations”, in The         Gendered Society, pp. 21-25,  92-100.

III.  The History of Women’s Rights in the West
      (February 7)

1.  Welter, Barbara, “The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820-1860", American Quarterly, vol. 18,           no. 2, Summer 1966, pp. 151-174.

2.   Becker, Mary, Cynthia Grant Bowman and Morrison Torrey, Chapter 1, “The Historical                 Background of Feminist Legal Theory” and Chapter 2, “Constitutional ‘Equality’”  in Cases           and Materials on Feminist Jurisprudence: Taking Women Seriously, pp. 1-24.

3. “The Antisuffragists: Selected Papers, 1852-1887" in Rothenberg, Paula S., ed.; Race, Class           and  Gender in the United States, 3rd ed., pp. 315-320.

IV.  The Social Origins and Practice of Patriarchy in the Middle East and South Asia

       (February 14)

1.  Moghadam, Valentine, “Women, Patriarchy and the Changing Family” in Modernizing                  Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East, pp. 99-133.

2.  Joseph, Suad, “Gender and Family in the Arab World” in Sabbagh, Suha, ed., Arab Women:          Between Defiance and Restraint, pp. 194-201.
3.  “Om Gad” in Atiya, Nayra, Khul-Khaal: Five Egyptian Women Tell Their Stories, pp. 1-27.

Film: Daughters of the Nile
V. Womens’ Roles and Rights: The Islamic Legacy
     (February 21)

1.  Ahmed, Leila, Women and Gender in Islam, Chapters 3-5, pp. 41-101.

VI. The Early Feminists
      (February 28)

1.  Ahmed, Leila, Women and Gender in Islam, Chapters 8-9, pp. 144-188.

2.  Shaarawi, Huda, Harem Years: The Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist, pp. 7-22, 76-82, 92-94,       98-100, 112-120, 129-137.
VII.  Gender, State and Citizenship in the Middle East
        (March 7)

1. Freedom House, Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa: Citizenship and                  Justice; Introduction, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia; pp. 1-14, 69-83, 105-121, 257-271.

2.  Maddy-Weitzman, Bruce, “Women, Islam and the Moroccan State: The Struggle over the              Personal Status Law”; Middle East Journal; vol. 59,  Summer 2005, pp. 393-410..

3.  Coleman, Isabel; “Women, Islam and the New Iraq”; Foreign Affairs; vol. 85,                                  January/February 2006, pp. 24-38.

March 14: No Class.  Happy Spring Break!

VIII.  Gender and National Liberation
         (March 21)

1. Slymovics, Susan, “‘Hassiba Ben Bouali, If You Could See Our Algeria’: Women and Public        Space in Algeria”, in Beinin, Joel and Joe Stork, eds.,  Political Islam, pp. 211-219.

2. Badran, Margot, “Gender, Islam and the State: Kuwaiti Women in Struggle, Pre-Invasion to           Postliberation” in Haddad, Yvonne and John Esposito, eds.; Islam, Gender and Social                    Change, pp. 190-204.

3. Abdo, Nahla, “Nationalism and Feminism: Palestinian Women and the Intifada” in                         Moghadam, Valentine, ed.; Gender and National Identity, pp. 148-169.                    

4. Peteet, Julie, “Women and the Palestinian Movement: No Going Back?” in Joseph, Saud and         Susan Slymovics, eds.; Women and Power in the Middle East, pp. 135-149.

IX.    The Conservative Islamist Gender Paradigm
         (March 28)

1. Stowasser, Barbara Freyer, “Religious Ideology, Women, and the Family: The Islamic                    Paradigm”, in Stowasser, Barbara Freyer, ed.,  The Islamic Impulse, pp. 262-294.

2. Shehadah, Lama Rustum, Chapter 4, “Sayyid Qutb” and Chapter 5, “Ayatollah Khomeini”,            pp. 49-75, 76-98.

3.  Taraki, Lisa, “Jordanian Islamists and the Agenda for Women: Between Discourse and            Practice”, Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 32, no. 1, January 1996, pp. 140-156.

Film: The Veiled Revolution
X.   Women in the Religious Right: Comparing Muslim, Jewish and Christian Viewpoints and              Experiences       

       (April 4)

1.  Hoffman, Valerie J., “An Islamic Activist: Zaynab al-Ghazali”, in Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock,       ed., Women and the Family in the Middle East, pp. 233-250.

2.  Moghadam, Valentine, “Islamist Movements and Women’s Responses”, in Moghadam,                 Valentine, Modernizing Women, pp. 144-150, 157-160, 164-170.

3.  Ahmed, Leila, “Arab Women: 1995" in Shirabi, Hisham, The Next Arab Decade:Alternative           Futures, pp. 208-219.

4.   Kaufman, Debra, “Paradoxical Politics: Gender Politics Among Newly Orthodox Jewish               Women in the United States” in Moghadam, Valentine, ed.; Identity Politics and Women, 

      pp. 349-363.

5.   Klatch, Rebecca, “Women of the New Right in the United States: Family, Feminism and               Politics” in Moghadam, Valentine, ed.; Identity Politics and Women pp. 367-383. 

XI.  New Interpretations of Islam: Toward an Islamic Feminism?

       (April 11)

1.   Esposito, John; “Women, Religion and Empowerment” in Haddad, Yvonne Yazbeck and               John L. Esposito, Daughters of Abraham: Feminist Thought in Judaism, Christianity and               Islam; pp. 1-11.

2.   Sonbol, Amira El-Azhary, “Rethinking Women and Islam” in Haddad, Yvonne Yazbeck and         John L. Esposito, Daughters of Abraham: Feminist Thought in Judaism, Christianity and               Islam; pp. 108-145.

3.   Stowasser, Barbara, “Gender Issues and Contemporary Quran Interpretation”, in Haddad,               Yvonne Yazbeck and John L. Esposito, eds., Islam, Gender and Social Change, pp. 30-42.

4.   An-Na’im, Abdullahi, “The Dichotomy Between Religious and Secular Discourse in Islamic         Societies”, in Afkhami, Mahnaz, Faith and Freedom: Women’s Human Rights in the Muslim         World”, pp. 51-60.

Friday, April 14: Analytic Essay Due.

XII. Culture, Human Rights and Violence Against Women in Muslim Societies I: 

        Female Genital Mutilation
        (April 18)

1.  Saadawi, Nawal, The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World, pp. 7-11, 33-42.

2.  Toubia, Nahid, “Female Genital Mutilation: A Call for Global Action”, pp. 5-47.

3.  Gruenbaum, Ellen, “The Cultural Debate Over Female Circumcision: The Sudanese Are                 Arguing This One Out For Themselves”, Medical Anthropology Quarterly, vol. 10, no. 4, 

     pp. 455-472.

4.  Mackie, Gerry, Chapter 13, “Female Genital Cutting: The Beginning of the End”, in Shell-             Duncan, Bettina and Ylva Hernlund, Female ‘Circumcision in Africa: Culture, Controversy          and Change, pp. 253-283..

5.  News Packet I: Repeal of the Ban of Female Genital Mutilation in Egypt.

Film: The Power To Change
XIII.  Culture, Human Rights and Violence Against Women in Muslim Societies II: 

          Honor Crimes
         (April 25)

1.    “Honoring the Killers: Justice Denied for “Honor Crimes” in Jordan”, Human Rights Watch,           April 2004, vol. 16, no. 1, pp. 1-36.

2.     Sonbol, Amira El-Azhary, Chapter 7, “Honor Crimes”, in Women of Jordan: Islam, Labor             and the Law, pp. 185-213.

3.     News Packet II: Honor Killings in Jordan.

Film: Against My Will
XIV. Women’s Rights Activism in the Muslim World: Current Issues and Challenges
          (May 1)

1.  Shaheed, Farida, “Controlled or Autonomous: Identity and Experience of the Network,                   Women Living Under Muslim Laws”, Signs, vol. 19, no. 4, Summer 1994, pp. 997-1018.

Film: Four Women of Egypt
Final Exam: Time, Date and Location TBA

Bil Tawfiq Insha’allah!
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