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Spring 2005

Tuesday and Thursday 2:30-4:00

Tarbutton 313

Professor David R. Davis

330 Tarbutton Hall

poldd@emory.edu
404-727-0109

Office Hours: Wednesday 10-11:30 and by appointment

Course Overview:

This course is an advanced seminar that will focus on globalization and its various affects on the realization of human rights.  The course begins by exploring many facets of globalization, such as the flow of technology, capital and goods, and the movement of people and ideas across borders.   The course will focus on globalization’s influence on specific facets of human rights, including; development, wages and workplace safety standards, environmental degradation, the preservation of cultural identity, social welfare and democratization.  We will examine the influence of a variety of actors on the intersection of globalization and human rights, including, the IMF/World bank, the WTO, Transnational Corporations, NGOs, and states.  The course concludes with an examination of the opportunities and challenges for governing globalization. 

This course assumes the student is familiar with the origins, evolution and functions of the global human rights system, including the processes of standards setting, adjudication, implementation and enforcement.  There will be a brief review of international human rights but it will be the responsibility of the student to enure they understand human rights.

Texts: collection of articles on the course webpage (http://humanrights.emory.edu/490.html) and/or electronic reserve.  Please read the New York Times (www.nytimes.com) daily for articles pertaining to globalization and/or human rights.
Evaluation:  Your grades will be determined through the combination of an analytical essay, a literature review, a policy/advocacy memo and class participation.  In all of your assignments, please follow standard style rules (APSA style or Chicago Manual of Style, double space, page numbers, etc.).  Please note: Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own.  Please cite or quote all ideas that are not your own or common knowledge.  If you are unsure about whether something would be plagiarism, please ask.  Plagiarism will result in referral to the honor council.  

LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED ONE GRADE PER DAY INCLUDING WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS. 

Please email all of your written work to me at poldd@emory.edu.
I. Analytical Essay (25%) 
You will write a four to six page analytical essay in response to a question which will be distributed on February 17th.  In the essay you will make an argument and support it with evidence from the readings and class discussion.  Your goal will be to demonstrate sophisticated analytical and critical thinking about the topic in question.  The essay will be due on the 24th of February.

II. Literature Review (40%)
For this assignment, you will write a literature review focusing on the relationship between globalization and a human right or set of closely related human rights (of your choosing).  The literature review should include:

1. A detailed discussion of the human rights issue describing the importance of the issue over the last 50 years, the actors and institutions affecting implementation of the right, and its status in international law.

2. Describe the possible relationships among aspects of globalization and the particular facet of human rights in which you are interested.  Discuss how globalization might hinder or further the realization of the right.  Much of this discussion will consist of a review of the arguments of activists, scholars and policymakers.

3.  Survey the existing empirical literature and summarize the existing evidence about the nature of the relationship.

The literature review should be 10-15 pages in length

III. Policy/Advocacy Memo (25%)
You will write a four to six page memo advocating a particular position on a topic of your choosing.  The memo should reflect significant research efforts.  Please also feel free to arrange to meet with me to discuss your research (it may be helpful to bring an outline of your paper).  It is critical that your paper be well researched and include a good bibliography with appropriate references.  You may not obtain all information from internet sources, but are required to use the library for research.  Reputable news sources may be included (e.g. New York Times), but not exclusively.  You should provide information and evidence obtained from scholarly sources such as academic journals.  You may wish to begin by referring to sources in the reference department of the library, a list of which is included below.  Also, you may obtain information from electronic journals available at www.jstor.com.  To look up articles using Ingenta online (available at www.ingenta.com). The format in which you cite information may be of your choosing, as long as it is consistent and all relevant information is included.  In the memo you will put forth a set of recommendations and/or policy prescriptions that an international actor (UN, State government, etc.)  should adopt, and build the case for why they should do so.

IV. Class Participation (10%).

This is a seminar.  Discussion among the participants in the seminar will be the primary means for covering the material.  Your active participation is very important and you cannot do well in the class without participating in discussion.  The readings listed for each day on the syllabus should be completed before class begins.  You should not encounter the arguments or ideas from the reading for the first time in class, but rather the class discussion should clarify the material and its implications.  Always feel free to state your opinions in a way that invites discussion.  No outside knowledge of international relations or political science scholarship, of history, or of current events will be necessary for effective class participation.  Discussion of other scholarship, history, and current events will certainly be welcome when they are relevant, but careful reading of the materials assigned for this course and concentrated thinking about the ideas raised in class will be a sufficient basis from which to contribute profitably to class discussion.  

IMPORTANT DATES:

February 17th: Analytical essay topic distributed

February 24th: Analytical essay due

April 12: Literature Review Due

April 28th: Policy Memo Due

THE SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
January 20: Introduction to globalization, human rights and their intersection
Questions for Discussion:
What are Human Rights?

What is Globalization?

Where do they Intersect?

Readings:
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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January 25&27: Human Rights: Historical and Philosophical Background, Institutions and Actors
Questions for Discussion:

What are the philosophical origins of human rights?

What is the International legal basis of human rights? 

How have human rights expanded over time?

Who are the important actors in human rights?

What roles do they play in terms of standard settings, implementation, adjudication and enforcement?

How have human rights evolved over the last 50 years?

Readings:
Claude and Weston: Introduction and Chapter 1 of Global Human Rights.


The Nature of Globalization
February 1&3:  Economic Globalization 
Questions for Discussion:
How does economic interaction drive globalization?  

What roles do free trade, capital flows and MNCs play in the globalization process?  

How do international economic institutions influence globalization?

Readings:
T. Taylor. 2002. The Truth about Globalization. Public Interest
Modelski, Held and McGrew, and Keohane and Nye. Three Conceptualizations of Globalization.

D. Roderik. 1997. Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate.  Foreign Policy.

Stanley Fischer. N.D.  Globalization and Its Challenges.

John Stopford. 1998. Multinational Corporations. Foreign Policy.

February 8: The Political Dimensions of Globalization
Questions for Discussion: 

What are the political dimensions of globalization? 

How do states and their domestic political considerations affect globalization?  

How is globalization affecting the power of states?

Does economic integration encourage or discourage democracy?

What role do NGOs play in the global economy?

Are MNCs political actors?

Readings:
Beth Simmons, Geoffrey Garrett, and Frank Dobbin. N.D. "The International Diffusion of Democracy and Markets."

David Held and Anthony McGrew.  “Chapter 2: The Reconfiguration of Political Power?” in Globalization/Anti-Globalization.

Tony Evans. “Chapter 4: Globalization, Democracy and Human Rights” in The Politics of Human Rights. 

Simmons, P.J. 1998. “Learning to live with NGOs.” Foreign Policy. 112: 82-97.

February 10&15: Globalization of communication and transportation, and the flow of ideas 
Questions for Discussion:
How have the flow of ideas and innovations in technology, transportation and communication driven globalization?  

Are norms about economic organization, democratization, and human rights related to globalization?

What ideas have spread around the world?

Readings: 

Moisy, Claude. 1997. “Myths of the Global Information Village.” Foreign Policy. 78-88

A. Brysk. “Globalization: the Double Edged Sword” NCLA Report

Benjamin Barber “Jihad vs. Mcworld” Selected Excerpts

Tom Freidman “The lexus and the Olive Tree” Selected Excerpts

A. Klotz. 2002. “Transnational Activism and Global Transformations: The Anti-Apartheid and

Abolitionist Experiences”  European Journal of International Relations.

TBA

February 17: The Future -  Is Globalization Inevitable?
Questions for Discussion:

How are the various facets of globalization related?

How is globalized will the world be in 5 year, 50 years?

Who controls globalization?

Is globalization Inevitible?

Readings: 

Jagdish Bhagwati; Antonia Juhasz; George Monbiot; Lionel Barber; et al.  Is Continued Globalization of the World Economy Inevitable? The International Economy; Summer 2004; 18, 3, pg. 68
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February 17: An overview of the debate
Questions for Discussion:
Readings:
Robert McCorquodale. 1999. “Globalization and Human Rights” Human Rights Quarterly.  

Leary. “Globalization and Human Rights” in Symonides


Breacher and Costello

Stiglitz - Globalism’s discontents

International NGO Committee on Human Rights in Trade and Investment "Investment, Trade and Finance: the Human Rights Framework" (http://www.pdhre.org/involved/policy_statement.html)

February 22: Free Trade
Questions for Discussion:
Does free trade further or threaten Human Rights?

How does free trade and export oriented growth affect human rights?

Who benefits and loses from free trade?

Readings:
David Dollar and Aart Kraay “Spreading the Wealth"

Oxfam “Growth with equity is good for the poor"

J. Bhagwati and Srinivasan. N.d. “Trade and Poverty in the Poor Countries”

February 24: International Financial Institutions
Questions for Discussion:
How do the policies of the IMF and World Bank affect human rights?

Is structural adjustment good for states? citizens?

Are human rights considered in IFI lending decisions?  Should they be?
Readings:
Gernot Brodnig“The World Bank and Human Rights: Mission Impossible? " 

March 1&March 3: No class

March 8&March 10: Multi-National Corporations



Questions for Discussion:

How does the behavior of MNCs affect human rights?

Should corporations care about human rights?

What obligations do US corporations have abroad?

Readings:
Mahmood Monshipouri, Claude E Welch Jr and Evan T Kennedy. 2003“ Multinational Corporations and the Ethics of Global Responsibility."

Human Rights Watch“The Price of Oil :Corporate Responsibility and Human Rights Violations in Nigeria’s Oil Producing Communities " (scroll down on the page)

Deborah Spar and David Yoffie. 2000.“MNCs and the Prospects for Justice" In Prakash and Hart (eds.) Coping with Globalization. Routledge: London.

Human rights and multinationals: is there a problem? Peter T. Muchlinski 

March 15&17: Spring Break

March 22: Labor Conditions
Questions for Discussion:

How does globalization affect labor conditions?

Who should determine what safe working conditions are?

How is globalization affecting the social welfare state?

Readings:
K. Newland. 1999. “Workers of the World, Now What?"Foreign Policy. 114, p52-64.

E. Lee. 1997“Globalization and labour standards: A review of issues."International Labour Review. 136: 173-190.

Gary Burtless. 2001. “Workers' rights: Labor standards and global trade”The Brookings Review
March 24: Development
Questions for Discussion:
Does globalization help or hinder development?

Who Benefits from development?

What development strategies are best from a human rights perspective?

Readings:



Secretary of State for International Development . 2000. “Eliminating World Poverty: Making Globalisation Work for the Poor.” Chapters 1,3 &8

TBA

March 29 & 31st: Culture
Questions for Discussion:
Is Globalization contributing to the creation of a single global culture?

Is this a good or a bad thing?

What would a global culture look like?
Readings:
Various Artists. 2002“Collection of readings on globalization and culture " 

David Held and Anthony McGrew.  “Chapter 3: The Fate of National Culture.” in Globalization/Anti-Globalization.

April 5: Environment
Questions for Discussion:
What are the effects of globalization on the environment?

Does development encourage or discourage environmental protection? 

Readings:
M. A. Mohammed Salih. 2001. “Globalization, Sustainable Development and environment: A Balancing Act.” In Schuurman (ed.) Globalization and Development Studies. Sage: Beverley Hills.

Theodore Panaytou“Globalization and the Environment"

Scott Vaughan “Trade Preferences and Environmental Goods.”

Bjorn Lombord “How Healthy is the World" 

April 7: Democratization
Questions for Discussion:
Does globalization contribute to democratization?

Do more democratic states respect human rights more?

What challenges does democratization pose for respecting human rights?

Readings:
Evans Tony “If democracy, then human rights?” Third World Quarterly

Michael Freeman“The Perils of Democratization: Nationalism, Markets, and Human Rights.” "Human Rights Review

Q. Li and R Reuveny“Economic Globalization and Democracy: An Empirical Analysis "B.J.Pol.S. 33, 29–54 

W. Antholis.  2004. Development, Trade, and Democracy. The International Economy
April 12: Review - a balance sheet on the human rights consequences of globalization

Questions for Discussion:

How to measure the contributions and shortcomings of globalization?

On balance is globalization good or bad? For whom?

Readings:
TBA

The Governance of Globalization
April 14: International Institutions - The UN and Global Cooperation
Questions for Discussion:
What role should the UN play in regulating globalization?

What are the primary impediments to expanding the regulatory power of the UN?

Readings:
Kapstein, Ethan B. 1999. “A global third way.” World Policy Journal. 15: 23.     

F. Halliday.  “Global Governance: Prospects and Problems”

April 19: International Institutions - The IMF, World Bank, WTO and Regional Trade Agreements
Questions for Discussion:
Readings:
TBA

April 21: Regulating MNCs
Questions for Discussion:
Readings:
Scott Wawryk. 2003. “Regulating Transnational Corporations through Corporate Codes of Conduct.” In Frynas and Pegg (eds.) Transnational Corporations and Human Rights. Palgrave.

S. Sethi. “Corporate Codes of Conduct and the Success of Globalization”

O. Boiral.2003. “The Certification of Corporate Code of Conduct: Issues and Prospects” International Labour Review
April 26: The Role of States
Questions for Discussion:
Readings:

Louis W. Pauly and Simon Reich. 1997. “National Structures and Multinational Corporate Behavior: Enduring Differences in the Age of Globalization.” International Organization, 51: 1-30.

Hirst “Globalization, Governance and the Nation State" 

April 28: The Power of People - NGOs and grassroot movements - last class

Questions for Discussion:
Readings:
G. Smith and M. Muetzelfeldt 2000. “Global Governance and Strategies for Civil Society” Pacifica Review. Vol 12, Number 3, October 2000

Laurie Weisberg. 2001. “Chapter 12: The Internet: One more tool in the Struggle for Human Rights.”  In Claude Welch (ed.) NGOs and Human Rights.  University of Pennsylvania Press.

M. Kaldor“Global Civil Society” 

M. Winston“NGO strategies for Promoting Corporate Responsibility”

