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How do Arab-Islamic history and culture shape politics in the contemporary Middle East?

Why was the experience of colonial rule so traumatic that it continues to inform public debate in the region today?  Why is the Arab world – despite its tremendous oil wealth – still characterized by economic underdevelopment and acute gaps between rich and poor?  Why are no Arab states democracies, and what has made Arab states so prone to inter-state and intra-state violence?  Why does the conflict over Palestine remain unresolved, and what will it take to achieve a negotiated settlement of it in the future? Why do the region’s largest and most popular opposition groups call for the Islamic reform of society and state?  How have Arab regimes managed to launch political openings but retain their hold on power? And finally, how have the events of September 11, the U.S.-led “war on terror”, the invasion and occupation of Iraq, and growing calls for region-wide democratic reform, affected the prospects for greater freedom and prosperity in the Middle East in the future?  These are some of the central questions we will examine in this course.  In readings, lectures and class discussions, the analysis of general themes and trends will be integrated with case-study research on the politics of individual Arab states, including Egypt, Jordan, Algeria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.  The aim of the course is to provide students with sufficient knowledge and insight to understand connections between the region’s past, its present challenges, and its options for the future.

Course Requirements

This is a lecture and discussion course which hinges on the active participation of every student.  Your informed questions and comments enlighten all of us and permit a deeper engagement with the course material than is possible through note-taking alone.  In order to contribute meaningfully to class discussions, students must keep up with the readings.  This will entail a serious time commitment since there is an average of 40-50 pages of assigned reading per class session.  Written assignments include a mid-term, a 10-12 research paper, and a final exam.  The class participation grade takes into account a student’s attendance record; attitude and motivation; and the quality of contributions to class discussions.

Breakdown of Grade:

Class Participation: 15%

Mid-Term:               20%

Research Paper:       30%

Final Exam:             35%

Research Paper:

“The Challenges of Democratic Reform in the Arab World: A Case-Study”

Choose a state in the Arab world and assess its prospects for democratic reform.  Identify the main obstacles to reform, and discuss whether and how they can be overcome.  Who are the main supporters of democratic reform and who are its main opponents?  Why have regime leaders refused to launch a full-scale process of democratization so far?  What set of incentives might motivate such leaders to initiate reform (if they have not done so already), or to deepen it in the future?  Do Islamist opposition groups support democratic reform, and should they be permitted to compete freely for political power?  Why or why not?   Finally, should Western governments – including the United States – attempt to influence the reform process?  Why or why not, and if so, how?  The bibliography must include at least three academic sources from outside the syllabus. The research paper must be typed, double-spaced, and 10-12 pages in length.  It is due at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 23.  Late papers will be penalized half a grade per day.
Readings:
Four books are available for purchase at the Emory bookstore.  Students can also check out the books at the reserve desk at Woodruff library.  All other articles and book chapters are available on-line through Woodruff reserves.

Books available for purchase:

Cleveland, William L., A History of the Modern Middle East, Third Edition (2004).

El-Ramly, Lenin; In Plain Arabic: A Play in Two Acts (1992).

Gregorian, Vartan; Islam: A Mosaic, Not A Monolith (2003).

Spencer, William; Global Studies: The Middle East, Tenth Edition (2004).

Course Schedule:

Introduction (August 26 - August 31)

A.  Why Study the Middle East?

1.  Bill, James A., “The Study of Middle East Politics, 1946-1996: A Stock-Taking”, Middle East       Journal, vol. 50, no. 4, Autumn 1996.

B.   What is the Middle East?: Sources of Regional Diversity and Coherence

1.  Eickelman, Dale F; The Middle East and Central Asia: An Anthropological Approach, Third         Edition, Chapter 1, pp. 1-19.

2.  Hopkins, Nicholas and Saad ed-Din Ibrahim, eds.; Arab Society, Chapter 1, “The Social Basis       of Arab Unity”, pp. 1-7.

3.  Gregorian, Vartan; Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith, Chapter 1, “A Brief Survey of Islam”,           pp. 5-38.

I. The Making of the Modern Middle East

A. The Creation of the Modern State System (September 2 - September 7)

1.  Owen, Roger, State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East (1992),              Chapter 1, pp. 8-26.

2.  Anderson, Roy, Seibert, Robert and Jon Wagner, Politics and Change in the Middle East,              Sixth Edition, Chapter 5, “The Rise of the State System”, pp. 68-86.

3.  Gregorian, Vartan; Islam: A Mosaic, Not A Monolith, Chapters 2 and 3, pp. 39-56, 57-64.

4.  Cleveland, William, A History of the Modern Middle East, Chapter 11, “The Arab Struggle             for Independence”, pp. 193-201.

B. Arab Nationalism (September 9 - September 13)

1.  Cleveland, William; A History of the Modern Middle East, Chapter 15, “The Middle East in          the Age of Nasser: The Egyptian Base” and Chapter 16, “The Middle East in the Age of                 Nasser: The Radicalization of Arab Politics”, 301-322, 323-344.

2.  Jankowski, James; Nasser’s Egypt, Arab Nationalism and the United Arab Republic, 

     Chapter 2, “The Nationalism of Gamal Abdel Nasser”, pp. 27-39.

3.  Al-Hakim, Tawfiq; The Return of Consciousness, Preface to the Second Edition, Forward and       pp. 37-57.

Film: “Nasser, People’s Pharoah”

C.  The Creation of Israel and the Origins of the Conflict Over Palestine


      (September 16 - September 21)

1. Cleveland, William, A History of the Modern Middle East, Chapter 13, “The Palestine                    Mandate and the Birth of Israel”, and Chapter 17, “Israel and the Palestinians from 1948 to the      1970s”, pp. 239-271, 345-367.

2.  Shlaim, Avi, “The Debate About 1948", International Journal of Middle East Studies, 

     vol. 27, no. 3, August 1995, pp. 287-302.

3.  Global Studies: The Middle East, “Israel”, pp. 94-99

4.  State of Israel: Proclamation of Independence (May 14, 1948) and Palestine National                      Council: The Palestinian National Charter (July 1968) in Laqueur, Walter and Barry Rubin,           eds.; The Israel-Arab Reader, pp. 81-83, 117-121.

II.  The Arab State and the Politics of Regime Survival
A.  Overview: Regime Types in the Arab World

B.  The Politics of State Expansion: The “Socialist” Republics

     (September 23)

1.  Ayubi, Nazih, Over-Stating the Arab State, Chapter Six, “The Political System of Articulated        Forms: The Radical, Populist Republics” and Chapter Nine, “Bureaucratic Growth:                       Development Versus Control”, pp. 196-214, 289-305, 320-327.

C.  Managed Politics and Regime Survival: Egypt

     (September 28)

1.  Global Studies: The Middle East, “Egypt”, pp. 52-62.

2.  Ottoway, Marina, Democracy Challenged: The Rise of Semi-Authoritarianism, Introduction           and Chapter 1, “Egypt: Institutionalized Semi-Authoritarianism”, pp. 3-10, 14-19, 31-50.

3.  Dickey, Christopher, “Egypt: Key to the Mideast”, Newsweek, June 21, 2004, pp. 1-4.

Film: “Terror and Kebab”

D. Regime Survival in a Fractured Society: Iraq Under Saddam Hussein

     (September 30)

1. Global Studies: The Middle East, “Iraq”, pp. 79-90.

2. Anderson, Liam and Gareth Stansfield, The Future of Iraq: Dictatorship, Democracy or                 Division; Introduction, Chapter 3, “Iraq 1968-1988: The Ba’ath Regime”, pp. 5-11, 49-81.

3.  Bowden, Mark, “Tales of the Tyrant”, Atlantic Monthly, May 2002, pp. 1-20.

E. Resilient Monarchies:  Jordan

    (October 5)

1.  Global Studies: The Middle East, “Jordan”, pp. 107-113.

2.  Susser, Asher, “The Jordanian Monarchy: The Hashemite Success Story” in Kostiner, Joseph,       Middle East Monarchies: The Challenge of Modernity, pp. 87-113.

F. Rents and Regime Survival: Saudi Arabia

   (October 7)

1. Global Studies: The Middle East, “Saudi Arabia”, pp. 153-160.

2. Okhrulik, Gwenn, “Rentier Wealth, Unruly Law and the Rise of Opposition: The Political              Economy of Oil States”, Comparative Politics, April 1999, pp. 295-311.

3. Baer, Robert, “The Fall of the House of Saud”, The Atlantic Monthly, May 2003, pp. 53-62.

Tuesday, October 12: No Class.  Happy Fall Break!

G. Gender, Development and the State in the Arab World

    (October 14)

1.  Arab Human Development Report 2002, Overview and Chapter 2, “The State of Human                Development in the Arab Region”, pp. 1-13, 25-33. 

2.  Zuhur, Sherifa, “Women and Empowerment in the Arab World”, Arab Studies Quarterly, 

     vol. 25, no. 4, Fall 2003, pp. 1-12.

3. Singerman, Diane, “Women and Strategies for Change: An Egyptian Model”; Arab Reform            Bulletin, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, vol. 2, no. 7, July 2004.

Tuesday, October 19: Mid-Term Exam.

III.  Social Movements and Political Protest: The Rise of Political Islam

A. What is Political Islam?

B. Competing Explanations of the Islamic Revival

     (October 21)

1. Gregorian, Vartan, Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith, Chapter 4, “Islamism: Liberation                   Politics”, pp. 73-89.

2. Tessler, Mark, “The Origins of Popular Support for Islamist Movements: A Political Economy      Analysis”, Occasional Papers, Center for International Studies, University of Wisconsin-                Milwaukee, pp. 1-24.

3. Baylouny, Anne-Marie, “Emotions, Poverty, or Politics: Misconceptions About Islamic                  Movements”, Strategic Insights, vol. 3, no. 1, January 2004, pp. 1-4.

C.  Al-Qa’ida and the Transnational Culture of Jihadist Islam

      (October 26)

1.  Esposito, John, Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam, Chapter 1, “The Making of a                 Modern Terrorist” and Chapter 2, “Jihad and the Struggle for Islam”, pp. 3-25, 43-64.

2.  Doran, Michael, “Somebody Else’s Civil War”, Foreign Affairs, January-February, 2002, 

     pp. 1-10. 

3.  World Islamic Front Statement: “Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders”,  February 23, 1998.

Film: “Frontline: Looking for Answers”

E.  Mainstream Islamic Opposition Groups: Pragmatism, Learning and the Scope (and Limits) of        Auto-Reform

     (October 28 - November 2)

1. Noyon, Jennifer, Islam, Politics and Pluralism: Theory and Practice in Turkey, Jordan,                 Tunisia and Algeria, Chapter 5, “Political Islam, Democratic Pluralism and Repression”, and         Chapter 7, “Islam and the Jordanian Monarchy”, pp. 41-49, 81-93.

2.  Murphy, Caryle, Passion for Islam: Shaping the Modern Middle East: The Egyptian                      Experience, Chapter 7, “Education, Not Revolution”, and Chapter 8, “Guilty of Practicing              Democracy”, pp. 115-151.

3. Wickham, Carrie Rosefsky, “The Path to Moderation: Strategy and Learning in the Formation       of the Wasat Party in Egypt”, Comparative Politics, January 2004, pp. 205-226.

IV.  The Challenges of Reform in the Arab World

A.  Explaining the Persistence of Authoritarian Rule      

     (November 4)

1.  Gause, Gregory, “Regional Influences on Experiments in Political Liberalization in the Arab          World”, in Brynen, Rex, Bahgat Korany and Paul Noble, eds.; Political Liberalization and             Democratization in the Arab World, vol. 1, pp. 283-304.

2.  Bellin, Eva, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in                Comparative Perspective”, Comparative Politics, January 2004, pp. 139-153.

3.  Ottaway, Marina, “Democracy and Constituencies in the Arab World”, Carnegie Papers,                Middle East Series, Democracy and the Rule of Law Project, no. 48, July 2004, pp. 3-15.

B.  Triggers of (And Obstacles To)  Political Reform 

     (November 9 - November 11)

1.  Mortimer, Robert A.; "Islamists, Soldiers and Democrats: The Second Algerian War", 
     Middle East Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 1996, pp. 18-39.

2.  Ryan, Curtis and Jillian Schwedler, “Return to Democratization or New Hybrid Regime?: The        2003 Elections in Jordan”, Middle East Policy, vol. 11, no. 2, Summer 2004,  pp. 138-149.

3.  Crystal, Jill and Abdallah Al-Shayeji, “The Pro-Democratic Agenda in Kuwait: Structures and       Context”, in Brynen, Rex, Bahgat Korany and Paul Noble, eds.; Political Liberalization and           Democratization in the Arab World, vol. 2, pp. 101-124.

4.   Khouri, Rami, “Kuwait’s Election and the Freezing of Arab Politics, The Daily Star,                      July 9, 2003, and Khouri, Rami, “Listen Carefully To These Electioneeering Arabs”, 
      The Daily  Star, May 21, 2003. 
C.  The Challenges of Democratic Engineering in Iraq

     (November 16)

1.  Pollack, Kenneth M., “After Saddam: Assessing the Reconstruction of Iraq”, Analysis Paper          no. 1, January 2004, The Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, 

     pp. iii-vi, 1-24.

2. Anderson, Liam and Gareth Stansfield, The Future of Iraq: Dictatorship, Democracy or                 Division?, Chapter 8, “The Democracy Dilemma”, pp. 185-213.

D.  The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and Its Implications for Region-Wide Reform

     (November 18)

1.  Golan, Galia, “Plans for Israeli-Palestinian Peace: From Beirut to Geneva”, Middle East                 Policy, vol. 11, no. 1, March 2004, pp. 38-51.

2.  Agha, Hussein and Robert Malley, “The Last Negotiation: How to End the Middle East Peace        Process”, Foreign Affairs, May-June 2002, The Middle East in Crisis, pp. 50-61.

3.  Gambill, Gary C., “Democratization, the Peace Process and Islamic Extremism”, Middle East        Intelligence Bulletin, vol. 6, no. 6-7, June/July 2004, pp. 1-5.



E.  The Greater Middle East Initiative: A Critical Appraisal

     (November 23)

1.  Gambill, Gary C., “Jumpstarting Arab Reform: The Bush Administration’s Greater Middle            East Initiative”, Middle East Intelligence Bulletin, vol. 6, no. 6-7, June/July 2004, pp. 1-4.

2.  Carothers, Thomas, “Is Gradualism Possible?: Choosing a Strategy for Promoting Democracy        in the Middle East”, Carnegie Papers, Middle East Series, Democracy and Rule of Law                 Project, no. 39, June 2003, pp. 5-15.

3.  Kamel, Kareem M., “Democracy or Hypocrisy?: Bush’s Agenda for the Middle East”, Islam          On-Line, November 19, 2003, pp. 1-8.

4.  Amin, Galal, “Colonial Echoes”, Al-Ahram Weekly, April 1-7, 2004, excerpted in Middle East       Media Research Institute Dispatch no. 693, pp. 1-3.

5.  Dawoud, Khaled, “Arab Opinions”, Al-Ahram Weekly,  July 29 - August 4, 2004, pp. 1-2. 

Thursday, November 25.  No Class.  Happy Thanksgiving!

Conference on Democratic Reform in the Middle East

(November 30)

V. The Future of the Arab World
A.  U.S.-Arab Relations: Clash of Cultures, Conflict of Interests or Mutual Demonization?                 (December 2)

1.  Rubin, Barry, The Tragedy of the Middle East, Chapter 10, “The Uncivil Society and the Wall       of Lies”, pp. 258-80.

2.  Middle East Media Research Institute Dispatch no. 655, pp. 1-4,  Dispatch no. 700, pp. 1-2;           Special Report, no. 26, pp. 1-7, and Special Report, no. 28, pp. 1-4. 

3.  Khouri, Rami, “The Ranch, The Garage and Democratizing the Middle East”, The Daily Star,        January 28-February 3, 2004.

4.  Gregorian, Vartan, Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith”, Chapter 6, “Need for Mutual                        Knowledge and Understanding”, pp. 109-135.

Film: “The Control Room”

B.  Self-Critique and Prospects for Regional Transformation

     (December 7)

1.  El-Ramly, Lenin; In Plain Arabic: A Play in Two Acts.

2.  Salem, Ali, “I Want to Start a Kindergarten for Extremism”, Al-Hayat, November 5, 2001.

3.  Baghdadi, Ahmed, “Sharon is a Terrorist -- And You?”, Akhbar al-Yawm, November 3, 2001.

4.  Tarek al-Heggy, “A Culture of Denial”, Akhbar al-Yawm, August 2, 2003.

Tuesday, December 7:  5:00 - 6:00 p.m.    Review Session (Room TBA)

Thursday, December 9, 12:30 - 3:00 p.m:  Final Exam   Bil-Tawfiq Insha’allah!
1

