


coopsemsylf-03.doc – 8/23/03


Conflict and Cooperation

Political Science 190J- Freshman Seminar -  Fall 2003

TTh  10-11:15 / Tarbutton 116

Prof. Richard Doner

304 Tarbutton
Tel. 7-7914 / Email. rdoner@emory.edu
Office Hours:  TTh 3:30-5

Course Description & Objectives

This course is about why individuals do or do not manage to cooperate—to act in the group’s best interests—even when doing so might be contrary to their short-term individual benefit.  We explore the problem of cooperation in many social settings, e.g., “altruistic” behavior in various animal species,  inter-ethnic conflict, intra-ethnic economic cooperation, urban development, family meals and cohesion,  rebellion in concentration camps, cooperation among businesses; and more.  Through these examples, the course will examine a variety of different explanations for cooperative behavior.  These include, among others: political institutions, power, culture and trust, genetics and natural selection, and  deliberation.  

As a freshman seminar, the class consists primarily of discussion, based on your reading and writing.  We shall discuss a limited amount of theory, but most of the readings focus on specific topics through first-person accounts or case studies.  The course also encourages you to get out and talk with faculty all across Emory University whose specialties lie in your areas of interest.  Although the course is about politics, broadly defined, it is not designed only for those intending to major in political science.  Instead, its purpose is to get all of you thinking hard about the issues of cooperation and conflict in whatever area you choose as a major. 

Requirements  

Your grade in the course will be based on oral seminar participation (1/3), weekly memos (1/3), and a group research project (1/3). 

1.  Seminar Participation:  Your “informed” contribution to the discussion is a critical part of the seminar.  By “informed” I mean comments that reflect a serious reading of the assigned material.  I stress this in part because  I believe that responding to assigned readings is helpful to those students who are not comfortable speaking in front of a group.  In addition, I want to encourage you to read actively and critically.  The point is not to agree with all of the readings.  It is rather for you to know what they say and be able to respond to other members of the seminar on the basis of common material.  Nor do I expect  you to understand all of the readings perfectly.  In fact, a very useful contribution involves identifying an aspect of the readings that you find confusing.  This brings us to my third concern – namely, that your comments involve listening to and responding to other members of the seminar.    

I encourage this participation in several ways.  1) I require you to write weekly memos on the readings (see below).  2) Each student will make one short (5 minute) presentation to the class.  This will involve your briefly identifying the core points of the readings as a whole and then offering your own perspective as to the strengths/weaknesses and significance of the arguments. We shall schedule these presentations at the start of the semester. 3) I will distribute questions, based on the readings,  at the beginning of each week.   These questions will guide the seminar  discussions.   If you have read the material and thought about the questions, then you have something to contribute.  I strongly encourage you to raise questions and issues that you find confusing.  But all questions should relate to the readings.  4) I will call on you to speak if you don’t volunteer.  

For participation purposes, unexcused absences will be graded as 0.   Excused absences require written evidence of sickness or participation in university activities (from the doctor, the college office, an athletic coach, etc.).

2.  Weekly Memos: You are responsible for turning in 10 weekly essays on the assigned readings.  The essay is to be roughly 2-3 pages (500-750 words).   I will grade the essays based on both content and style.  Style counts for roughly 40% of the grade.  By style, I mean spelling, organization, grammar and general clarity.  You should avoid long paragraphs and long sentences.  Do not rely on spellcheck.    Since writing plays an important role in this class, you should avail yourself of the  Writing Center in 205A Callaway Center North (7-0886). Content counts for roughly 60% of the paper grade. Each essay should address the following:

Summary: What are the key points/arguments of each reading? How and to what degree do the week’s readings “speak to each other” and address the broader topic of the week?  Do the readings agree? 

Evaluation:   Are the points clear?  If you’re confused, about what? What kind of writing is this?   Is it descriptive, narrative, explanatory, impressionistic?  If it is scientific, how rigorous do you think it is?  What kind of methodology and evidence are used?  Is there any particular aspect of the readings that you find especially interesting, wrong, objectionable, 

Implications:  How is this week’s reading relevant for other topics covered in the class?  Alternatively, does the reading relate to or shed light on an issue currently in the news and/or of special interest to you?

You should turn in the essays by noon on Monday of the week the readings are to be discussed, either as hard copy outside my office door or via email (rdoner@learnlink.emory.edu).  Send these essays as email messages, not attachments (due to virus problems). That means that you effectively have from Thursday night to Monday morning to read and reflect on these readings.   Given the limits on the readings—50-75 pages—this should not be too difficult.  

3. Group Research Project:  Groups of 3-5 students will write a 15-20 page paper that describes and/or explains an issue, puzzle, question having to do with the issue of families, especially strengthening families, and family meals.  This is a very wide topic that lends itself to many more specific questions, e.g. socialization of children, pressures on parents, fast food, TV, cross-cultural differences, religion, etc.    More details on the group project and its components will be distributed in a separate handout.  Students should form groups by the  consisting of the following :  (a)  draft #1: 1-2 page proposal; (b) draft #2: 5-10 pages containing interview material and shorts descriptions of relevant books and articles; (c) draft #3: 12-15 pages containing beginning of analysis;  (d) group oral presentation of preliminary results; (e) final written version. You should form groups by the third week of class.  Make sure to talk with me about your research topic. 

Readings:  Unless otherwise noted, assigned readings are available under my name / POLS 190 in the Woodruff Library’s Electronic Reserves.  

Course Outline

1. Aug  28:
Introduction

2.  Sept. 2, 4: 
The Problem of Cooperation

· Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation (New York: Basic Books, 1984), 3-12.

· Ursula K. Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas,” The Wind’s Twelve Quarters (New York: Harper & Row, 1975), 251-259.

· Ian McEwan, Enduring Love (London: Vintage, 1997), 1-3, 8-16.

· Virginia Posterl, "Economic Scene," (what motivates programmers to work for free?) New York Times, April 20, 2000, C2.

3. Sept. 9, 11:   A Theory of Cooperation Among Rational self-interested Players.

· Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation (New York: Basic Books, 1984), 27-54, 124-141,  73-87.

4.  Sept 16, 18:    Cooperation and Altruism Among Animals (with Sarah Brosnan) 

· Robert Axelrod. The Evolution of Cooperation, pp. 88-105.
· Lee Alan Dugatkin, “The Evolution of Cooperation,” Bioscience 47:6 (June 1997), 355-362 – available on eJournals

· David C. Queller and Joan E. Strassman.  (2002).  "A quick guide to kin selection"  Current Biology 12: R832. – available on eJournals

· SF Brosnan & FBM de Waal (2002).  “Proximate mechanisms of cooperation and reciprocity.”  Human Nature 13: 129-152.  –ask library to get…

5.  Sept. 23, 25: Inter-ethnic Conflict and Cooperation  

· V. P. Gagnon, Jr., “Ethnic Nationalism and International Conflict,” International Security 19 (Winter 1994/1995), 130-166. – available on JSTOR

· Ashutosh Varshney.  2001.  “Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society: India and Beyond.” World Politics (April) 53:3, pp.  362-398.  – available on JSTOR

· Benjamin Reilly. “Electoral Systems for Divided Societies.” Journal of Democracy 13:2 (April 2002), pp. 157-169 – available on eJournals

· Nancy Bermeo. “A New Look at Federalism: The Import of Institutions.” Journal of Democracy 13: 2 (April 2002), pp.  95-108 – available on eJournals

6. Sept. 30, Oct. 2: Participatory Engagement and Community Development.   

· Robert D. Putnam, “The Prosperous Community: Social Capital and Public Life,” American Prospect 13 (Spring 1993), 35-42.

· Michael Pollan, “Town-Building is No Mickey Mouse Operation,” New York Times Magazine (December 14, 1997)

· “Research Alliance Prepares a Harvest,” South (December 1997), 18-22.

· “Tupelo: How a Small Mississippi Town Moved From Being Dead Last in Everything to a Model of Social and Economic Progress,” Doubletake (Winter 1999).

· Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. 2 (New York: Vintage Books, 1990), 106-124.  :  

7.  Oct. 7, 9: Deliberation and Conflict Resolution: Debates at Emory

· Joseph M. Bessette. The Mild Voice of Reason: Deliberative Democracy and American National Government.  (Univ. of Chicago Press, 1994); skim ch. 2; read ch. 3.

· Panel discussion with students involved in last year’s discussions on race 

8.  Oct. 16 (Oct 14 fall break): Health Policy and Collaboration: The Nursing Shortage   

· World Health Organization. “International Nurse Mobility: Trends and Policy Implications.”  2003.

· Other readings TBA         

9. Oct. 21, 23: Families and Family Meals       

· “Family Time Famine,” (Rocky Mountain Family Council) 

·  Carleton Kendrick, “Family Dinners: The Recipe,”  (The Learning Network)

· Terrence D. Olson, “The Generational Family,” (Families Worldwide)

· Marjorie L. DeVault. 19??.  Feeding the Family: The Social Organization of Caring as Gendered Work.  (Chicago: University of Chicago Press), pp. 35-43, 48-57, 77-91.

Resources on Food, Meals, Ritual

General Sources

http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/csom/cwf/newsletter/index.html  

 sloan newsletter
http://www.rmfc.org/fs/fs0019.html   

   rocky mt. Institute

http://www.umsl.edu/~rkeel/010/mcdonsoc.html
   mcdonalization of society

http://www.aflcio.org/labor98/mobil.htm
   aflcio on families

http://www.familiesandworkinst.org/
   families and work institute

http://www.heritage.org/issues/chap6.html
   heritage foundation 

Political Economy of Food,Hhunting, Related Issues

http://www.askasia.org/frclasrm/readings/r000044.htm
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~rjsalvad/agron342.html
http://www.psyeta.org/sa/sa1.2/dahles.html
http://www.ciesin.org/docs/004-147/004-147.html
http://elaine.teleport.com/~jaheriot/fpjz.htm
http://www.oda.state.or.us/Information/sow/Global_food_safety.html
http://omega.cohums.ohio-state.edu/hyper-lists/bmcr-l/1996/96.04.29.html
http://www.pacificnews.org/jinn/stories/2.25/961205-food.html
http://www.globaled.org/curriculum/ffood.html
http://www.ciesin.org/docs/004-147/004-147.html
http://www.orst.edu/food-resource/misc/culture.html
http://omega.cohums.ohio-state.edu/hyper-lists/bmcr-l/1991/02.05.13.html
http://chss2.montclair.edu/anthropology/330franke.htm
http://reggae.rs.itd.umich.edu/~salcock/Foodc.html
10.  Oct. 28, 30: Kids and Communities
· Lisa Belkin, “Your Kids are Their Problem,” NYT Magazine,  July 23, 2000.  

· James Surowiecki. 2003. “The Financial Page: Leave no Parent Behind.” New Yorker. August 18-25, p. 48.

· Sara Mosle, "The Vanity of Volunteerism," New York Times Magazine, July 2, 2000. 

· Ray Oldenburg, The Great Good Place: Cafes, Coffee Shops....General Stores, Bars... Ch. 13, “Shutting Out Youth,” pp. 262-283.

· Robert Putnam 2000. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community.  New York: Simon and Schuster.   Ch. 17 - “Education and Children’s Welfare, pp. 296-306

11. Nov. 4, 6:  Cooperation among producers: The Case of Fisheries (with Tracy Yandle / Environmentl Studies) 

· Elinor Ostrom, Roy Gardner, and James Walker. Rules, games, and common-pool resources  (Univ of Michigan Press, 1994), Chapter 1.

· John Tierney.  “A Tale of Two Fisheries.” 

· Philip H. Jos. “The Marine Resource Dvision and the Shrimp Baiting Controversy.”  Electronic Hallway Network, 1997. 

· Tracy Yandle.. “The Challenge and Strength of Rock Lobster Fisheries Governance in New Zealand: Combining Grassroots Values with Centralized Leadership.” Unpublished ms., June 6, 2003.

12. Nov. 11, 13: Rebellion in the Lager: Cooperation among Jewish prisoners 

· Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1918-1956 (New York: Harper & Row, 1973), 3-15, esp. 6-15.* 

· Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz ( Touchstone Books, 1996), 87-100 (ch.9 , “The Drowned and the Saved”).* 

· Primo Levi, The Drowned and the Saved (Summit Books1988), 150-161. 

· Primo Levi, The Reawakening (New York: Collier, 1987), 202-205.* 

· Isaiah Trunk, “Note: Why Was There No Armed Resistance Against the Nazis in the Lodz Ghetto?”, in Michael R. Marrus, ed., Jewish Resistance to the Holocaust (Westport: Meckler, 1989), 185-190. 

· Reuben Ainsztein, Jewish Resistance in Nazi-Occupied Eastern Europe (London: Paul Elek, 1974), 707-714, optional 685-714.*

13.  Nov. 18, 20: Cooperation and Information Technology

· Elena Rocco and Massimo Warglien, “Computer Mediated Communication and the Emergence of ‘Electronic Opportunism,’” Department of Economics, University of Trento, WP 1996-01 (1996). 

· “Here Come the Alpha Pups,” New York Times Magazine, August 11, 2001.

· A. Blanchard and T. Horan, “Virtual Communities and Social Capital,” Social Science Computer Review 16:3 (Fall 1998), 293-307.

· David L. Kirp, “Two Cheers for the Electronic Town Hall: Or Ross Perot, Meet Alexis de Tocqueville,” Responsive Community: Rights & Responsibilities 2:4 (Fall 1992), 48-52.

· Katie Hafner, "Between Tech Fans and Naysayers, Scholarly Skeptics," New York Times, April 1, 1999, D7.

· Andrea Hollingshead, Joseph McGrath, and Kathleen O’Connor, “Group Task Performance and Communication Technology: A Longitudinal Study of Computer-Mediated versus Face-To-Face Work Groups,” Small Group Research 24 (August 1993), 307-33. 

· Jane Sell and Rick Wilson, “Levels of Information and Contributions to Public Goods,” Social Forces 70 (September 1991), 107-24.

· C. A. Bowers, “Toward a Balanced Perspective on the Educational Uses of Computers: Advantages, Myths, and the Responsibilities of Educators,” International Journal of Leadership in Education 1:1 (1998), 75-83.

· Andrew Boyd. 2003. “The Web Rewires the Movement.” Nation. (August 4/11), pp. 13-18.

· Richard A. Serrano, “Internet Promotes a Surge in Hate Groups, Study Finds,” Los Angeles Times (March 4, 1998), A10. 

· Elinor Ostrom, “A Behavioral Approach to the Rational Choice Theory of Collective Action: Presidential Address, American Political Science Association, 1997,” American Political Science Review 92:1 (March 1998), 1-22, esp. 6-7

· Elaine Showalter, "Taming the Rampant Incivility in Academe." Chronicle of Higher Education. 45 (19), Jan. 15, 1999, pp. B4-B5.

14. Nov. 25:  Project Presentations

15. Dec. 2, 4: Project Presentations

16.  Dec. 9: Project Presentations
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