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Course Description

This course is designed to give the student an appreciation for the life and thoughts of Martin Luther King, Jr. While the course is generally a biographical study, it will focus on select nonviolent movements led by Martin Luther King, Jr. Beginning with King’s written works and speeches and proceeding with secondary works about King, we will explore the breath of MLK’s contributions to nonviolence and civil rights activism. Given the wealth of information and material on MLK’s life and works, it is necessary for students to select a specific area for intense and focused study. Our course syllabus is a living document and may therefore be altered when and where necessary. 
Course Requirements
1) CLASS PARTICIPATION: (5% of final grade). Regular attendance is required in order to pass the class. Without an official written “excuse of absence” from an administrative official or physician, more than three (3) absences will result in the reduction of your final grade by one grade point. For example, a final letter grade of (B) would be reduced to a (B-). Cell phone use is not permitted during class time. This course is tailored to be a communal learning experience; to this end, please come prepared and willing to engage in fruitful discourse.  

2) BOOK REPORT: (10% of final grade). An 8-10 page book report is due October 9, 2011 by 6pm. Guideline for the book report will be distributed in class on September 11.  

3) THOUGHT SCRIPT (Ponsse)/CRITICAL REFLECTION: (10% of final grade). A typed 1-2 page critical reflection paper must be prepared for each class meeting—unless otherwise directed by the instructor. Your ponsse paper must assess and critically engage the reading material assigned for each class meeting. Ponsee will be submitted at the end of each class meeting. Late ponsee’s will not be accepted. 
4) CRITICAL ANALYSIS PAPER: (50% of final grade). Drawing on the assigned and recommended readings, students are to prepare a 50-page paper, which can be done individually of with one other student. The critical analysis paper must address an important aspect of Martin Luther King Jr’s., life or an issue(s) within the Civil Rights Movement. Also, each paper must include, at minimum, twenty (20) bibliographic sources (books, scholarly journal, articles, interview, etc…). Detailed paper guidelines will be distributed on September 11.  

5) GROUP PRESENTATIONS: (25% of final grade). Student groups are encouraged to be creative in the construction of their respective presentations. Each presentation should broadly consider civil rights and nonviolent philosophical and activist motifs. Presentations should include the following: 1) a brief summary of the presentation which contextualizes its content 2) a statement of a key theme, idea, topic, social or global problem, and/or question addressed in the presentation and 3) the group’s reflections along with three constructive recommendations that students would offer as a leader of the (or a) civil rights movement, church leader, community leader, and scholars to help present-day institutions. Presentations may include but are not limited to: a workshop, dramatized play/skit, musical production, round-table discussion, sermon series, policy memo, social justice oriented outreach program, or website. The one (1) hour student presentations must be planned in consultation with the instructor. 

Course Texts:
1) Richard Wayne Wills Sr., Martin Luther King Jr. and the Image of God
2) Clayborne Carson (ed), The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
September 4

Introductory Lecture  

September 11

King’s Early Years

Clayborne Carson, The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 1-98 (Chapters 1-9)

*Book Selection for Book Report Due

September 18

“A Force More Powerful” Nashville Sit-ins. (film)
Carson, 100-228 (Chapters 10-20)

September 25

Selma Movement 
Carson, 229-289 (Chapter 21-26)

October 2

Guest Lecturer


Carson, 290-332 (Chapters 27-29)

      
October 9

Poor Peoples Campaign



Carson, 333-366 (Chapters 30-32) 

*Book Reports Due 

*Group Presentations Topics Due

October 16

NO CLASS/FALL BREAK

October 23

Image of God/Theology and Politics

 Richard Wayne Wills Sr., Martin Luther King Jr. and the Image of God 59-136 (Chapters 3-5) 

October 30

The Life of MLK, Jr. (film)
November 6

Image of God/“I May Not Get There With You”

Wills, 137-197 (Chapters 6, 7 and Epilogue)

November 13
Presentations

November 20
Presentations

November 27
Presentations 
December 4
Presentations
December 11

Final Papers Due by 6pm

Hard copy must be submitted to CST 328 (unless other arrangements are made in advance...all 

                                               arrangements must be made November 27th)  

