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I.  Overview of the Course.

          Public international law is the law of nations.  But 

public international law can also be the law applied to 

individuals, relationships, and transactions across national 

boundaries.  Public international law also dictates the uses 

of international common spaces.  In short, international law 

can mean many different things.  This course explores, in an 

introductory fashion, what international law means today, not 

only for practicing lawyers, but also for statesmen, 

policy‑makers, human rights advocates, environmentalists ‑‑ in 

short, anyone who has an interest in our world and 

international relations.

          Public international law is its own legal system, 

with unique ways of making rules and enforcing them.  Because 

of its sense of separation from municipal or domestic legal 

systems, international law has been criticized as not being 

"law" at all.  We will carefully examine this criticism 

throughout the course.  At the same time, we will also 

understand that international law and domestic law interact in 

a number of ways, and at a number of different levels.

          As a consequence of all this, the class is organized 

around four units.  The first unit considers what I call the 

"sources and methods" of international law.  These are quite 

different from the cases and statutes you have learned to use 

heretofore in your law studies.  This unit will examine, among 

other things, treaties and the role of custom in making 

international law.  

          The second unit will focus on the subjects and 

objects of international law.  It used to be that the law of 

nations considered only States to be worthy of legal 

attention.  Today, individuals, juristic persons (including 

business associations), and organizations are also properly 

subjects of international law.  We will briefly examine the 

law of human rights, as well as the constitutional 

jurisprudence of the leading international organization, the 

United Nations.  Moreover, we will look at new "objects" of 

international control, including ocean areas and the 

international environment.

This leads us to the third unit of the course, on 

the relationship between domestic law and international law.  

This is the part of the course most closely‑geared to the 

demands of an American law practice.  At the same time, I hope 

to introduce students to other nation's views on such issues 

as jurisdiction, diplomatic immunity, sovereign immunity, the 

Act of State doctrine, making and breaking treaties, and other 

concerns in the conduct of a nation's foreign relations power. 

          The fourth, and final, unit of the class deals with 

issues of war and peace.  After all, international law's 

success as a legal system is largely dependent on its ability 

to manage and resolve disputes.  We will consider, therefore, 

different approaches for the peaceful settlement of disputes, 

including the role of international adjudicatory and 

arbitration bodies, such as the International Court of 

Justice.  We will also look at the limits placed by 

international law on the use of force and on the conduct of 

hostilities.

          This is intended as a broad survey class.  Some 

topics will, however, be considered in more depth than others, 

depending on our interests.  This represents just an 

introductory offering in public international law.  

II.  Study Materials.

          The required text for the class is Mark Janis and John Noyes, International Law: Cases and Commentary (2d ed.) (West Publishing).  An additional set of Supplemental Materials is available from the Photocopy Center.  As a recommended text, get David J. Bederman, International Law Frameworks (Foundation Press).

III.  Grading.

          The pace of the class will be quick, so consistent 

attendance is important.  So is participation.  Students will often be specially assigned to participate in case studies or other in-class exercises.  Your final grade may be slightly adjusted to reflect your individual class participation.  Your final grade may be affected if you have more than five (5) absences from class.  Otherwise, the course grade will be based upon a three‑hour, in‑class, closed‑book, final examination consisting of essay questions.  The last regularly‑scheduled class will be devoted to a summation and review session.

IV.  My Office Hours.

          I am available between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, during the term.  I am delighted to chat with students at other times, too, just drop by or make an appointment.  My phone number is 404-727-6822.

V.  Classes and Assignments.

          Listed below, in tabular form, are the expected topics and assignments to be covered.  "CB" refers to the Janis/Noyes casebook, followed by the pages assigned.  Also, check the Supplemental Materials (“Supp”), especially for the Case Studies.

Week of Monday, August 29
8/31     Introductory Lecture

UNIT ONE.  THE SOURCES AND METHODS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.
9/2     The Nature of International Law      CB 1-19

         Custom: Two Paradigmatic Cases      CB 20-22, 87-112

Week of Monday, September 5
9/7
    Custom (continued)

         Treaties                            CB 22-49, 80-86,

133-48, 868-95

9/9      Treaties & Reservations             CB 49-59 

    Case Study: Treaty Interpretation   CB 60-70

                                             Supp  A/18 Decision

Week of Monday, September 12
9/14      Treaty Amendments & Invalidity      CB 70-80

9/16      Other Sources                      CB 112-32, 148-72

Week of Monday, September 19
UNIT TWO.  THE SUBJECTS AND OBJECTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.
9/21      States: Sovereignty & Self‑        CB 400-08, 438-59

Determination

9/23

Case Study: State                  CB 408-38

  Recognition & Succession

Supp


          Territory                          CB 262-71, 288-301

Week of Monday, September 26
9/28      The Commons: Watercourses,         CB 618-38

            Polar Regions & Space           

          The Commons: Law of the Sea &      CB 639-40, 661-706     
         Coastal States

9/30

The Commons: High Seas


CB 640-46, 706-14

Week of Monday, October 3
10/5      Case Study: Law of the Sea,        CB 575-91, 646-61

           Marine Pollution, and             Supp  

            Environmental Law                

          International Organizations as     CB 460-83, 828-53

            Subjects of International Law

10/7      Individuals & International Law    CB 314-22, 342-52,

398-99

Week of Monday, October 10

10/12      Universal Human Rights Law         CB 352-66

10/14      Regional Human Rights Systems      CB 366-95

Week of Monday, October 17
10/19     State Responsibility to Aliens     CB 271-85, 303-12,

Case Study





322-38, Supp.

UNIT THREE.  INTERNATIONAL LAW AND DOMESTIC LAW.
10/21     Theory & General Principles        CB 233-42, 824-27

Week of Monday, October 24

10/26     Treaties and American Law          CB 173-233

10/28     Bases of Jurisdiction              CB 715-28, 744-49

Case Study: Criminal Jurisdiction     Supp

             in International Law            

Week of Monday, October 31
11/2      Foreign Sovereign Immunity         CB 779-806

11/4      Act of State Doctrine              CB 807-23

Week of Monday, November 7

11/9      Case Study:




Supp

     Immunities of Diplomats &                         International Organizations         

UNIT FOUR.  WAR AND PEACE.    
          Measures Short of War              CB 283-84, 509-10 
11/11     Use of Force & The Law of          CB 504-13, 524-38

  the Charter







Week of Monday, November 14

11/16     Case Study: The Invasion of        CB 483, 489-93,

            Elysia                               538-42, 547-49,

    557-67, 573-74,

Supp.

11/18     Peaceful Settlement of             CB 243-60

            Disputes                            

Week of Monday, November 21
11/23
NO CLASS

11/25
NO CLASS

Week of Monday, November 28
11/30     International Court of Justice     CB 260-62, 286-88,

    302, 854-67

12/2      [reserved]

Week of Monday, December 5
12/7

Review Session
