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Introduction

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This graduate seminar, open to students from across the University, examines the theory and practice of global human rights from an interdisciplinary perspective.  In addition to issues of the history, origins and legitimacy of universal human rights, the seminar will discuss standards, institutions and processes of implementation.  The seminar will also examine human rights across a variety of substantive issues areas, including; conflict, development, globalization, social welfare, religion, race and ethnicity, public health and rights of women and other vulnerable groups.  Evaluation will be based on seminar participation, an analytical essay, a survey paper and major research paper.  Students will also make brief presentations of their final papers.

Goals
By the end of the course students will be able to:

· Understand the interdisciplinary nature of human rights;
· Appreciate conceptions of human rights across disciplines;
· Evaluate human rights policies and practices across a variety of disciplines;
· Describe some of the ambiguities and contradictions inherent in human rights; and 
· Understand human rights methods and approaches

Course Materials

Course materials are available on Reserves Direct through the Emory library.  Go to https://ereserves.library.emory.edu/reserves2/index.php?skin=emory.  Log on using your Emory login and password.  Add our class by choosing the course number or by instructor name.  All course materials are available as PDF files on this site.   
Grading

Grades will be determined in the following manner.

Class Participation/Attendance



10%

Analytical Essay





15%

Survey Paper





15%

Major Paper/Project




50%
Final Presentation 




10%
Class Participation 

The class participation grade will be based on attendance, and participation in discussion. Students are expected to attend each class session and come prepared to discuss the weekly readings and with questions about content. Observance of religious holidays will be considered an excused absence.  Two unexcused absences per semester are submitted, additional absences will affect your grade.  
Analytical Essay
Students are required to write a short (5-8 pages, double spaced) analytical essay (due September 28) on a topic assigned by the instructors.  More details on the topic will follow.
Survey Paper 

Students will also write a short interdisciplinary survey paper on a particular facet of human rights or a specific human rights problem of the students choosing.  The paper will allow students to appreciate how different disciplines approach the same human rights issues.   The paper should include: a general overview of the particular human rights area or issue, a discussion of how the particular topic is approached in different disciplines, a specification of the major human rights challenges or problems, a discussion of some of the ways in which these challenges are addressed in different disciplines, and some conjecture regarding possible remedies and recommendations.  The paper should be 5-8 pages long. The survey paper will be due October 26.  

Major Project

Fifty percent of your grade will be determined by your major project.  We envision that your project will take one of four primary forms, although we are flexible and willing to consider alternative projects.  You will need to get your project approved by the instructors by the third week of class (September 12), to allow you maximum time for preparation and consultation with instructors, etc

First, you can design and (time and data permitting) conduct original research on some facet of human rights.  Original research generally involves conducting interviews, administering and analyzing surveys, archival/textual analysis, analysis of secondary data, and/or other types of statistical studies.  You will need to develop a research question and a set of testable hypotheses that will be set within the context of the existing scholarly debate.  You will then propose a research strategy for collecting and examining empirical evidence to assess the validity of the hypotheses.  You will need to complete the research design portion of the project and present a tentative analysis of the project.  The final version of the project will look quite similar to an academic article.

Second, you can design an advocacy/investigation project.  A project in this area might include some or all of the following steps: articulate a human rights problem and identify the nature and extent of violations, (e.g., a lack of awareness of individuals of their rights, or a set of biased or discriminatory policies), identify goals, develop alternative strategies for addressing the problem, choose the best strategy, and lay out a plan of action for achieving your goals. This project can be undertaken in conjunction with an actual HR organization (for instance in the Atlanta area you could work with an organization like The Carter Center, Amnesty International, or the Southern Center for Human Rights) or you can design the program for a hypothetical NGO or government agency.

Third, you can conduct a descriptive research project in which you examine some aspect of human rights in greater detail. Projects in this area might include: surveying in detail debates about the nature of specific rights across disciplines or within a discipline over time, examining the philosophical origins and emergence of sets of rights in different disciplines, a detailed comparison of the strategies of several different HR organizations in their advocacy campaigns or investigations, or any of a number of other projects.

Fourth, Students may opt for legal analysis of international human rights law and institutions. 
All students may adopt any of the above approaches. If you have any concerns about this, or need further clarification, please contact either instructor.

The major paper/project will be due on December 5.

Final Presentation
One the last day of class each student will briefly present the results of their major paper for discussion among the class.  This presentation will account for 10% of the overall course grade.

 Schedule and Readings

September 7 
– Introduction 
Defining human rights
Competing conceptualizations of human rights
Current human rights challenges across the globe. 

Readings 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

Buergenthal, Thomas. The Concept of Human Rights: International human rights in an historical perspective.

Donnely, Jack.  “The Social Construction of International Human Rights” in Human Rights in Global Politics.  Tim Dunne and Nicholas Wheeler (eds).  Cambridge University Press.  1999.  Pages 71-102.  
Ignatieff, Michael  “Human right as politics and idolatry” Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press, 2001.  
September 14
–Philosophical and Historical Evolution of Human Rights/Religion and Human Rights
Guest Speaker:  Michael Perry
, Michael Broyde
 

Readings:

Perry, Michael J, "The Morality of Human Rights:  A Nonreligious Ground?" 54 Emory Law Journal 97-150 (2005)

Stackhouse, Max. "The Intellectual Crisis of a Good Idea" 

Sjoberg et al. "Ethics, Human rights and Sociological Inquiry" 

Charlesworth, Hilary. “The Challenges of Human Rights Law for Religious Traditions" 

Little, David. Religious Nationalism and Human Rights
.
September 21-UN International Day for Peace 
- The Human Rights of “Vulnerable” Persons and Groups 

Guest speakers:  Basia Tomczyk
, Kitty Kelley

Defining vulnerability

Special protections

Cultural relativism

Readings

Hannum, Hurst. “The Rights of Persons Belonging to Minorities”

Morawa, Alexander H. E. “Vulnerability as a Concept of International Human Rights Law “
Parekh, Bhikhu. "Minority Practices and Principles of Toleration" International Migration Review
September 28-MSF refugee camp in Piedmont Park through October 1 
–International and Regional Human Rights Institutions 

United Nations system
International standard setting 

The Council of Europe, The Inter-American Human Rights System, and the African Union
Similarities and differences: standards, legitimacy and effectiveness. 

Readings:

“Appraising the United Nations Human Rights Regime”. In The United Nations and Human Rights: A Critical Appraisal by Philip Alston (Editor), Frederic Megret (Editor)

Forsythe, David. Global Application of Human Rights Norms 

Ndiaye, Bacre. Thematic Mechanisms and the Protection of Human Rights.
Mendez, Juan. “The Rise of the Inter-American Human Rights Regime” in Realizing Human Rights. 110-141.

Williams, Shirley.  “Human Rights in Europe”

Mutua, Makau. "The Construction of the African Human Rights System"
October 5
Health and Human Rights 
Guest speakers:  Dabney Evans

Establishing the right to health

Rights impact on health

Health impacts on rights

Synergy

Readings

Gruskin, Sofia and Tarantola Daniel. "Health and Human Rights" 

25 Questions and Answers on Health and Human Rights

Hinman, Alan R.  2004. “Immunization, equity, and human rights.” American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 26: (1) 84-89.

Varmus, Harold; and Satcher, David. "Ethical Complexities of Conducting Research in Developing Countries" 

October 12 
-Non-Governmental Organizations 

Guest Speakers:  Loretta Ross
, Sanjay Sinho
, Dharitri Patnack

Roles of NGO’s in rights implementation

Relationship between resources, power, moral authority, and expertise of NGOs
Varying strategies
Readings

Ramcharan, Strategies for The International Protection of Human Rights in the 1990s HRQ

Hannum, Hurst. “Implementing Human Rights: an Overview of Strategies and Procedures,” in Hannum, (ed.) Guide to International Human Rights Practice. 1992. 

Simmons, P.J. Learning to Live with NGOs (if file does not print try printing as an image)
Weisberg, Laurie. “Human Rights Nongovernmental Organizations” in Human Rights in the World Community, Issues and Action.  Richard Claude and Burns Weston (Eds.)

October 19: 
Globalization and The Human Right to Development 

Guest Speaker: Eric Reinhardt

Readings

Muchlinski, Peter T. “ Human rights and multinationals: is there a problem?" 

Marks, Steven. 2003 “ Obstacles to the Right to Development" 

Sengupta, Arjun. 2003 “The Development Cooperation and the Right to Development"
Monshipouri, Mahmood, Welch, Claude E and Kennedy, Evan T . 2003“ Multinational Corporations and the Ethics of Global Responsibility." 

Lee, Eddy. 1997. “Globalization and labour standards: A review of issues." International Labour Review. 136: 173-190.
Optional Reading:  Gabrielle Marceau“ The WTO and Human Rights" 

October 26 
-Investigating Abuses, Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity
Readings

Forensics

Shariff

Investigations

November 2 
- Conflict, Conflict Resolution and Accountability 

Guest Speaker: Matt Hodes

Readings

McEvoy, Kieran. “ Beyond the Metaphor: Political Violence, Human Rights and New Peacemaking Criminology" 

King et. al.“ Armed Conflict as a Public Health Problem" 

Fitzpatrick, Joan.“The War Against Terrorism and Human Rights" 

Skaar, Elin. Truth commissions, trials-or nothing? Policy options in democratic transitions
November 9– Human Rights and Education 
Guest Speakers:  Carole Hahn
, Tracey Alviar
 
Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, pp. 71-81 (from ch. 2)
Claude, Richard Pierre, Educating for Human Rights, pp. 197-208 (from ch. 9)
Tomasevski, Katarina, Education Denied, pp. 172-199 (chs. 12-13)
Ladson-Billings, Gloria, "Differing Concepts of Citizenship: Schools and Communities as Sites of Civic Development" in Nel Noddings (Ed.), Educating Citizens for Global Awareness, pp. 69-80 (ch. 4)
November 16 
-Final Presentations

November 23-Thanksgiving Holiday

November 30 
-Final Presentations

December 5
-Final Paper Due
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