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IH 591F – Nutrition and Food in Humanitarian Emergencies

Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health

Fall 2005

Course leaders:  Brad Woodruff (Woody) and Leisel Talley

Course Coordinators:



Brad Woodruff (Woody)
Leisel Talley
Phone: 
(770) 488-5127
(404) 498-0906


E-mail: 
BWoodruff@cdc.gov
LTalley@cdc.gov

Fax: 

(770) 488-5369
(404) 498-0064
Time:

Monday, 8:30 - 11:50 am

Place:

School of Public Health Building, Room 107
Course Credit:


This one credit course is offered as a collaboration of the Rollins School of Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

Background:
The World Food Programme (WFP) distributes millions of metric tons of food each year to emergency-affected populations for whom this is their only food supply.  Nonetheless, malnutrition during humanitarian emergencies, including protein-energy malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies, are very common.  How does WFP and various non-governmental organizations decide when to distribute food, what type of food to distribute, and how much food to distribute?  How do organizations concerned with nutrition evaluate nutritional status?   What types of feeding programs are implemented in emergency situations?  Some potential answers to these questions will be provided by this course.  

Course Goal:
To acquaint students with the principle nutrition problems in complex emergencies and to outline the major food and nutrition relief programs which attempt to deal with these problems in refugee and displaced populations.

I.
Overall Objective

To equip public health professionals with technical and management skills necessary to take a lead role in planning, implementing, and evaluating appropriate nutrition programs for acutely displaced populations in developing countries.

II.
Specific Objectives

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. Be able to describe the different types of macronutrient and micronutrient malnutrition common in emergency-affected, food-dependent populations.

2. Be able to describe the common programs found in humanitarian emergencies which address macronutrient and micronutrient malnutrition.

3. Be able to design an assessment of nutritional status to be carried out in a displaced population.

4. Be able to evaluate any general ration distributed to an emergency-affected, food-dependent population.

5. Be able to describe and evaluate the various methods of distributing food to populations.

Assessment of Students:                                                    
The assessment of students will be on the basis of the student's oral and written participation in exercises done in class and at home.  The allocation of grades will be as follows:

Class participation






40%

Take-home final examination:




60%

Required Reading:

Required readings will be included in the reading book which must be purchased from the teaching assistant for the course.  Optional class readings will be placed on reserve at both the Health Sciences Library and the  Department of International Health reading file.  There is no required textbook; however, the course facilitators would be glad to refer students to useful books on pertinent topics. 

