IH - FORCED MIGRATION AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health

Spring 2005
Monday  11:00AM -1:20PM 

Adjunct Assistant Professor: Basia Tomczyk, RN, Dr.PH, MS
Course Credit: 

This course is offered as a collaboration of the Rollins School of Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention International Emergency and Refugee Health Branch as a one-credit seminar. The class format will be presentations, guest speakers and discussion. 

Background: 

Today there are approximately 35 million refugees and internally displaced persons compared to about half that amount a decade ago. People are forced to move for a variety of reasons. War due to ethnic, racial, religious or political persecution forces large numbers of people to move against their will. This continuous movement of individuals presents challenges for relief professionals and other agencies trying to help them. It is known that information about the demographic and social composition of refugee populations, from their country of origin, host country, and resettled country, would be useful for health professionals that are taking care of these forced migrants.   

Women of reproductive age constitute about one-fourth of the population of refugees and yet little information is available about the health needs of this population. Refugee women are vulnerable due to complications associated with pregnancy, unintended pregnancies, lack of family planning, exposure to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS, and gender based violence. Recognizing the need for more and improved information about the reproductive health needs of refugee women, agencies are focusing on addressing these health issues.  

Course Description:

Forced migration and reproductive health: Focuses on reproductive health issues seen in refugees, internally displaced, and migrant populations both internationally and domestically. The main topics covered are safe motherhood, unintended pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS, and gender based violence.  Using case studies from Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad, Brazil, Pakistan, Thailand, San Francisco and Atlanta students will assess the major barriers to reproductive health care among these populations within a historical, political, and cultural context. The course highlights conducting research among this population. 


Course Goal:

To give students the opportunity to explore the main reproductive health issues for refugee and displaced women and to discuss public health strategies to address these problems.  

I. Objectives

1. To assess the fundamental causes of maternal mortality and morbidity in refugees and displaced women and to plan public health strategies that will address these issues.

2. To list the causes of unintended pregnancy and to explore population policy related to this issue. 

3. To understand the main components of family planning programs and to make recommendations to improve services.

4. To assess risk factors related to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS and to plan a prevention program for refugee and displaced women.  

5. To discuss violence against women within a gender framework and discuss a research project that would measure prevalence and magnitude of sexual and gender based violence.

6. To review the emerging problem of trafficking and exploitation of women both locally and internationally. 

7. To discuss the political, social, and cultural context of reproductive health for refugee and displaced women.

8. To review reproductive health policy for refugee women and explore the application to reproductive health programs.

9. To describe the application of survey methodology to the study of reproductive health issues in refugee women.

10. To compare and contrast the use of quantitative versus qualitative research methods for the study of reproductive health in refugees and displaced women. 

11. To discuss some of the ethical issues of conducting research among refugee women and displaced populations.

Assessment of Students:

The assessment of students will be on the basis of the student’s oral participation in exercises done in class. The allocation of grades will be as follows:


Class participation/attendance

50%


Group presentation



50%

1. Class Schedule for First Week-March 21, 2005
11:00    Introduction and course description
11:30   Reproductive Health in Conflict -Affected Populations: An Overview  B. Tomczyk
1:00     Student Group Assignments- 1. Oral presentation 
2. Class Schedule for Second Week-March 28,  2004

11:00   Student Group 1 
12:15
Refugee Women’s International Network

BryAnn Chen, 
Executive Director RWN
3. Class Schedule for Third Week-April 4, 2005
11:00  Student Group 2

12:15  TBA
4. Class Schedule for Fourth Week-April 11, 2005
11:00
Student Group 3
12:15
Women and War Project




Sarah Raskin, MPH  
5. Class Schedule for Fifth Week-April, 18, 2005
11:00  Student Group 4
12:15  CARE’s Reproductive Health Global Program 

Mona Brykit, MPH
6. Class Schedule for Sixth Week-April 25, 2005
11:00   Student Group 5
12:15
Food and Nutrition 





Leisel Talley, MPH
