PUBLIC HEALTH ETHICS: REVISED
BSHE 578 Fall 2005
Instructor: 
Lisa M. Carlson, MPH, CHES
Email: 

Lisa.Carlson@emoryhealthcare.org
Phone: 
404.712.4807
Office Hours: Email for appointment in Emory University Hospital Annex, 531 Asbury Circle, Rm 324 

(inside the Emory Transplant Center suite)
Time:

Tuesdays, 6:00 – 7:50 p.m., GCR 111
Course Description:  This course is designed to provide learners with an overview of general ethical perspectives and principles, and an understanding of the evolution of public health ethics and the application of these lessons to practice.
Objectives:  After completing this course, students will be able to:

1. Describe primary ethical frameworks of ethics and basic ethical constructs

2. Articulate some of the most important ethical issues facing public health

3. Apply ethical theory and principles to the practice of public health

4. Provide skill in critically evaluating various ethical dilemmas and formulating critical and well-reasoned ethical arguments
Text: New Ethics for the Public’s Health, Dan E. Beauchamp and Bonnie Steinbock.  Additional readings will be supplied over the course of the semester.
Class Website:   http://classes.emory.edu 
All students registered for this course can access the BSHE 578 site online.  Within the site, a discussion board has been set up for questions and answers about the course.  I will check in regularly.  You are strongly encouraged to respond to your peers if you know the answer or can provide guidance.  Grades will be posted in the online gradebook.
Tentative Agenda:  The course is structured around weekly 2-hour seminar sessions.  For many sessions, half of the session will be devoted to a discussion of a facet of public health ethics.  The other half of the session will be devoted to a facilitated discussion of applying prior discussion to an assigned case study (see assignments, below).  The following schedule is tentative and subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class.  Note that all readings are to be completed prior to the relevant class meeting.
	DATE
	TOPIC
	REQUIRED READINGS

	
	Note assignment due dates

	From course text:

	Sep 6

	DISCUSSION: Introduction to the course and to public health ethics
Utilitarianism: The Greatest Happiness Principle and Kantian Deontology: The Ethics of Duty 


	

	Sep 13
	DISCUSSION: The Legacy of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study

CASE STUDY Example: Legal and Ethical Implications of a Public Health Approach to Funding Cancer Research and Treatment
INTRODUCTORY ASSIGNMENT DUE ON BLACKBOARD


	Readings: Pages 3-44

	Sep 20
	Use group time to develop case study presentations

	

	Sep 27
	CASE STUDY: Anchorage Needle Exchange Program

	

	Oct 4
	Michelle C. Kegler, DrPH, MPH
Community-Based Practice and Research

CASE STUDY: Community Representatives on the Institutional Ethics Committee


	Readings: Pages 53-67

	Oct 11
	Fall Break – No Class


	

	Oct 18


	CASE STUDY: Community Participation in Epidemiologic Surveillance and Research Design
DISCUSSION: Ethics and Infectious Disease Control


	Readings: Pages 83-128, 207-254; AIDS Drugs Tested in Foster Kids (Solomon, AP)

	Oct 25
	Midterm Discussion of Student Final Paper Topics

	

	Nov 1
	Alan R. Hinman, MD, MPH

Immunization, Equity, and Human Rights


	

	Nov 8
	Kenneth A. Newell, MD
The Role of the Institutional Review Board (IRB)


	

	Nov 15
	Ira K. Schwartz, MD

HIV/AIDS and Ethics


	

	Nov 22


	DISCUSSION: Allocation of Resources
CASE STUDY: PKU and Follow-up


	Readings: Pages 255-274; Congress’ Implicit Healthcare Rationing (Kitzhaber)


	Nov 29


	Stephanie Sherman, PhD
Genetics and Ethics
CASE STUDY: Ethical Implications of a Decision on MCADD Screening of Newborns

	Readings: Pages 299-377

	Dec 6


	Jennie P. Perryman, RN, PhD

Transplant and Ethics, and the 

Hospital Ethics Committee


	Public Solicitation of Organ Donors (Steinbrook); The Ethics of Organ Donation by Living Donors (Truog); Risks and Benefits to the Living Donor (Ingelfinger); Will Any Organ Do? (Reynolds)


	Dec 13


	No class meeting (APHA)
FINAL PAPERS DUE


	


Grading:   

Introductory Assignment






   5%

Class Participation







 15%

Case Study








 40%

Final Paper








 40%
Total









100%
Clarification of Assignments:

All work must be completed according to the schedule.  If an emergency arises which keeps you from completing work at the appropriate time, please discuss the problem with me via email.

1. Introductory Assignment

Percentage of Grade:  5%

Due Date: NOON, Sep 13 in Blackboard

All students are required to post an introduction within the Introductions discussion board on Blackboard.  Your posting must have your name in the title and contain the following information:

· Which track you are in (BSHE, HPM, IH, Epi, Bios) and what year you are in (1st or 2nd), 
· Why you are taking this class and what you expect to learn, 
· How you currently understand the concept of ethics, and 
· How you perceive that the course could affect your current perspectives.  
2. Class Participation

Percentage of Grade:  15%

This class depends heavily on the preparation and participation that you put into it.  Attendance is expected, as is active involvement in class discussions and case studies.  You are required to complete all readings prior to the class session in which they are to be discussed.  You are expected to give input in class and to advance the discussion of the case studies.
Please note that there are ground rules for the discussion.  The content of this class can easily generate emotional, religious, and ethical discussion, and there is likely to be a wide range of beliefs within our group.  Please remember that you are in a learning community and that each person has a right to speak, and a right to their opinions.  Denigration or silencing of others will not be tolerated, without exception.

3. Case Study
Percentage of Grade: 40%

Date: Sign up for topics and dates in class Sep 6
Each student will sign up to be part of a small group case study to be researched and presented.  Discussion should be largely student driven and you will be expected to participate in the group discussion of the case studies whether or not your group is presenting.  

Each group will be provided background material on a case study.  The group will be responsible for further research into the issues raised.  Prior to your presentation, your group should draft responses to the following issues:

· Identify the ethical problem(s) germane to the decision

· Assess the factual information available to the decision-maker(s)

· Identify the “stakeholders” in the decision

· Identify the options available to the decision-maker

· Consider the process for making the decision and the values that pertain to the process

· Suggest a course of action
Issues to consider as you prepare your responses:

· Coverage of position — can you clearly articulate your position on the case study?

· Defense of position – can you provide clear rationale for the chosen position? 

· Depth—did you fully research the material and provide analysis?

This draft will be your roadmap for leading the class discussion, but it likely will not reflect all of the information raised in the discussion.  Each group will prepare to lead a 45 minute discussion of the case study, including a brief PowerPoint presentation of the relevant information, both from the provided documentation and from your research.  Note: the document you have completed prior to class is merely your guide for the discussion.  The goal is to reach a suggested course of action, not necessarily to bring the class to a consensus around the conclusions reached prior to the discussion.  As you lead the class through the case study, you should be open to where the discussion leads us.  
At the conclusion of your case study, turn in a handout of your PowerPoint slides and a copy of the discussion sheet you completed prior to class.

4. Final Paper
Percentage of Grade:  40%

Due Date: One paragraph description for discussion due in class Oct 25, final paper due in class Dec 13
Each student will prepare a final paper presenting and analyzing an issue or case study in terms of the ethical nature of a problem, ethical principles involved, and suggested course of resolution.  This paper will be due in two steps:
a. Prepare a one paragraph description of your topic for discussion and approval in the Oct 25 class session.
b. Final papers must be typed, double-spaced, no smaller than an 11 point font, proofread and spell-checked.  Papers cannot exceed 10 double-spaced pages.  Papers are due in class on Dec 13.
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